
www.manaraa.com

DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 129 690 SO 009 470

AUTHOF
-"TTL7

INST7TUTI711
1DUB DATE
NOTE

EDFS PF:CE
DESCFIPTOFS

7PENTIF:7 PS

ABSIPACT

Krug, Mark M.
White Ethnic Groups and American Politics, Student
Book. The Lavinia and Charles P. Schwartz Citizenship
Project.
Chicago Univ., Ill. Graduate School of Education.
72
99p.; For related documents, see SO 009 469-474

MF-$0.83 HC-$4.67 Plus Postage.
*Citizenship; Ethnic Grouping; *Ethnic Groups; Ethnic
Studies; *Ethnocentrism; Italian Americans; Jews;
Polish Americans; Political Science; *Polits;
Secondary 7ducation; Social Studies; Sociology;
United States History
*Irish Ami.ricans

This student book, one in a series of civic education
materials, focuses on white ethnic groups and how they influence the
operation of the American political system. The ethnic groups which
are investigated include Poles, Irish, Italians, and Jews. An ethnic
person is defined as anyone who decides to identify with and live
among those who share the same immigrant memories and values. Ethnic
origin, ethnic loyalties, and ethnic considerations play an important
role in the political process of the United States. A separate
chapter focuses on each of the four minority groups and its role in
the process of American politics. Jews, labeled as the shaken
liberals, have historically been staunch supporters of the liberal
tradition as a unified voter block, but apparent conservative trends
are showing as a reaction to radical liberalism and its support of
the Arab nations. The Irish built and dominated political
organizations, known as machines, in several cities and their
predominance in city politics continues today. Italians 'were rather
slow in getting into politics, but in general Italians are
politically conservative, strong American patriots, disunited due to
internal identity conflicts, and assimilating rapidly into U.S.
society. Truly a silent majority group, Poles have been inactive as
an ethnic group, but they indicate recent growth in ethnic identity
and pride. (Author/ND)

Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available
* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) . EARS is not
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
* supplied by EDES are the best that can be made from the original.
***********************************************************************



www.manaraa.com

.1.111:1 [NR-ERSITY cmcAco

:-;(-1[001. El)E('ATION

U S DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
EDUCATION WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION
DOCUMENT HAS

ED E xACTLY AS ALCEiv LD YOM
,oF PERSON OR ORGAN:ZAT:..)N0AtIGIN
,!:NC. IT POINTS OF OPiNIONS
..14." ED Do NOT NECESSm: 34E.PkE,

^41 Or 4ICIAL NATtC5.,_ NS I TI 0,
EL,CATION POSIT 35 04 P05 v

.1 " . 4, r 41, I
V.4 .04.1., A, Fii s,IANTI-I1

rt H. kri.43,
,

nolo, (.M5,441155;,,,f1ML,es
¶113 54130541. IN:,7L.!' [..,;(41:". ,3111tHt-1,1 4531110

,
,,731'

1355.4,! 7rof LOWIHIGlit

AN1) CHARLES P. SCHWARTZ CITIZENSHIP PROJECT

*rt.DE NT 13OOK

WHITE ETHNIC GROUPS AND AMERICAN POLITICS

\Hrk Krn4

(opyri4ht the University of Chicago, 1972



www.manaraa.com

Al) (.():\1:111.1"FEE: SCH11:1.IITZ CITIZENSHIP Pli(MECT

11i rector, Division !;)r Senior Citi.,,ens, Dept, of Human ReiJourees
\rn.,;Id Prft.ssor oi Educmiuun and Sociology, University of (hicago

t: u!S S f I , l)e Paul University

Pro*.fessor, Department of History, Lfniversity of C'hicago

.rricuHm Supt2rvis,u., Cnic:n.,!o I3oard of Education
L:1i,;:s, Professor of History. Northwestern University

(It_.ne ilThian, Representative, Illinois State Asseninly
iH Kessel, Professor, Gradu ite School of Business, University of Chicago

I. Line, .?sa Prol'essor of Educational Psychology, University of Chicago
1:tnn, l':oi.essu. of I nstory, University of Chicago

iç f.tIFr:et President, Illinois Retail -Merchants Association
CI:airnian. Social Studies Dept., l.aboratory School, University of Chicago

.es l':iratn, I 'resident, Johnson Foundation, liacine, Wisconsin

Pett7rson, Ass:stant Professor of Education, University of Chicago

Rader, Proiessoi of Education, Northeastern Illinois State College
R:an, Associate Professor ef Education, University of Chicago

Piesident, Northeastern Illinois State College
C:..;r:es P. Scir., irtz, Attorney-at-Law
Paul n, lieutenant Governor, State of Illinois

rhas. Deull, Graduate School of Education, University of Chicago
. Kruy,, Director, Professor of Education in Iiistory, University of Chicago

Maureen Sheehy, Executive Secretary

3



www.manaraa.com

INTRODUCTION

This is the fifth unit in it series of civic education materials published by the
.i.nd Charles P. Schwartz Cititenship Project.

.seeping with the basic objectives of the new cur:iiculum and citizenship.
Ihis focusii_ss oi1 me specific aspect of the operation of the American system of

Vhite ethnic groups, especially the larger ones, the Poles, the lrisn, the
Italians and the Jews have influenced and still influence the American political pro-
cess in :::any How these influences operate in the American political system
is rile suhject matter of this unit.

literature on the subject of ethnicity and especially on the white ethnic groups
in \merica is scarce. We hope that this unit, in s.)me measure, will fill the gap.

Nlark 1\1. Krug
Professor of Education in History
Director, Schwartz Citizenship Project
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Ne,As iten s and stories :Wont the white ethnic groups, the Italkuis. the Poles.
Jews. lite Irts;:i and otherSire Ic a :ippearing in newspapers :Ind maga/ines with

Ifluic ISIng tople ti1:11 seerr:S t() haVe i.eLol shunned by tile news media,
ision, lii a IrnIlEccIeS , is en:urging as newsworthy and relevant, 'Ihe pub-

now aPout the 11;Thans, the Holes. the ,lews, and other white

Lere arc. several rather complex reasons for this awakened interest in etil-
ciii ethnic ,,rotips. Whatever the reasons, it would seem only proper and

our 5ociety, ;ind especially its scholars, to turn its attention to the white
'.\'hc roughly comprise a fifth of the American population. This

c;oe.:-; not include the 20 million blacks and many millions of Spanish Americans.
diScUSSion ice confined to the major white ethnic groups who comprise about

::. !lion people.

The last ;coitilation census ascertained that :34 million Americans or 19 per
the total ;copulation were of "foreign stock, The Census Bureau defines

'foreign st,)ck ;is -coming from a foreign country, or with at least one foreign born
;iarcut. In addition, ndllions of ethnics in America, so defined by themselves and

are second or e';en third generation Americans. Over 600 foreign news-
p:Apers :ire publiipii,d in the United States with a total readership of over 3,000,000.
li,indruds of radio si,itions have foreign language programs, and an estimated one

children atter-id schools operated by various ethnic groups. Several million
ethnics i)elong et.nplc organizations like the Polish National Alliance, the German-

erican c.rtress, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the American .lewish
tile Ciechoslovak Society of America, the Sons of Italy, and many others,

a superficial inquiry into the history c>f immigration into the United States,
cii frIaLy. ihe present political and social structure of' our country, and even a
cursor': iOc cC it the operation of our political system, would easily lead to a conclu-
sion that the various ethnic groups, with their special ideological outlooks and voting

5
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I. crctICC:-;, ilo,.t.t..rf,;1 Arncric;t:i

.1( C t.Htli

in: He v. iSc l'cq1:-iider I rather held view, that the ethnic groups
at \tileric:t ire a passing i)henothcnon to hc so( )11 absorbed in the American melting

Nothitv emuld be further from the truth. "l'here is strong evidence that most of
1:,e ethnic grops stron;j thriviug, and ire here to stay, at least for the foresee-
ok' t'unure. If this is so, then it is tinie to start talking, writing and teaching about
tne fortten ethnics mn ..\rberica, not to a!iologize for their existence :mild tenacity with

tney ,eep their identity, hut to try to understand their problems, hopes, and

sebokirs long ago predicted that wIdie ethnics will disappear from Ameri-
c.in life. It is now clear that predictions ;Wont the disappearance of ethnic groups in
\::.erica were, at le mst, premature. Lthnicity or immigrant group consciousness has
prmyell tm -aye a great vitaliP...ind a remarkable tenacity for survival. Ethnic groups

ethnics ire very much in evidence in almost every facet of American life, especial--
mn patterns it residence, in voting patterns, and in their response to the racial crisis

in large urban centers. The role and influence of ethnic groups in politics is most prom-
inent. In act, it is evident that the deepening of the crisis in black and white relations

sered to revive and strengthen the ethnic identities of Italians, Greeks, Poles, ews,
etc. .nte realiation that their parents and grandparents were not accorded a cordial
welcome or 4i ven much aS s istance by the dominant American society, and that the ad-

vancement. economic, social and political of the ethnic groups, has often been achieved
in spite of obstacles put in their way, may have also contributed to the conscious or sub-

conscious determination of the children of immigrants to keep their ties to their respec-
tive ethnic L2;roupings,

This is not to say that all children and grandchildren of immigrants are ethnics.

m be helpful to first define the term ethnic. As a working definition, we would

terin s :inn ethnic any one who, for w.hatever reason, decides to identify with and live

amon,, thmse who share the same immigrant memories and values, Obviously, millions

1n:eric. ins, including millions of sons and grandchildren of immigrants, do not pay

ittentima to their ethnic origins. Alany of 111cm married outside their ethnic group

ano their children dm not consider ethnic origins in their plans for matrimony. They

n thep:seb:es And are -Just Americans. Rut to about forty million Americans,

6
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!!! i!t, very Irriportain. They choose to Ike among ethnics of

ilny insist on their children marrying within the group. hnd inimy
,,in, !in-ough supplementary schools and summer cantos, to instill in their

;ind a love for !heir particular cultural background.

:

sop:e (dd 1.11(1 attaHunents have somewhat weakened, an

would not nnitter whether a nan or a woman was of Anglo-
or origin, has not as yet emerged, Ethnic origin does niat-

:ildren And Jrandehildren of immigrants think tit' themselves and are
crs is ielonging to various ethnic groups, America is a united nation,

0,eep i)onds (if patriotism and strong common cultural ties
s ,s not of the melting pot variety, but rather a unity in diver-

Li :1 Sinje ;it-t2;! IS ethnicity and ethnic origin iS important as in American
Dhhic iiiiifl, etimic loyalties and ethnic considerations play a very important

le pi Jticii process of this country.

ir,ous to rend today the sentiments of President Theodore Roosevelt on the
-it (21 of ethnic voting. In ;ill addrts!; 1JefOre the Knights of Columbus in 1915, entitled

\inericanisti ltoosevelt said;

Anicricm citizen to vote, as a iierman-Arnerican, an Irish-American,
or an 1::ng;lish-Anterican, is to he a tr to American institutions; and those
i.ulIC Arnericans who terrorize Aineric n politicians by threats of the

reign vote are engaged in treason to the American republic."

suite of !hese strong convictions of President Roosevelt, millions of Americans
sic,: 1 1.5 .:iited according to their ethnic loyalties, and more millions of Irish, Italians,

irid other mituirities, have pressured and still pressure politicians to support their
rticular causes. Anwrica has learned to live with and accept ethnic loyalties and alle-

..!.:; itl) as the sante do not interfere with the basic loyalty to America,
ttril,..sis election results in Presidential , Congressional or local elections.

1,-c:es out !he ethnic factor is incomplete and distorted. Our focus in the discus-
,.hite ethnic groups in the rnited states will be on their role in the process

e aciin
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CHAPTER 1

THE JEws--THE SHAKEN I.II3ERALS

It iS nw easy tO generalize about the five ana a half million ,Jews in America.
lost onevali.zotions about ews turn out to he partly true and partly false, For in-

stance, there is no doubt that American Poles are generally considered an ethnic and
not ,1 religious community Oh spite of the fact that the Poles are overwhelmingly Ro-
n'. in Catholics) but Jews are often grouped with the Protestants and Catholics as One
c)f the three religious conmiunities in the United States. Rut if religion is the identi-
fying criterion, then what about the two million Jews who have no religious affiliation,
or the substantial number of Jews who acknowledge their membership in the Jewish
community, hut profess to be agnostics or atheists? Obviously, Jews are more than

rellgious community.

While accurate statistics are not available, it is estimated that over two million
jews, out of five and a half million belong either to a Jewish communal, fraternal, Zi-
onist or charitable organization. This is a much higher percentage of affiliation than
that round in other ethnic groups. Only ten per cent of Poles belong to any Polish-
merican organization and the ratio is even smaller among the Irish and the Italians.
While Jews have assimilated culturally in the dominant society, by adopting its lan-
fuage and mores, most of them seem to be determined to preserve their distinct cul-
tural or religious values. The goal of total assimilation has little support in the Jew-
ish community and intermarriage, while on the rise, is frowned upon by the older gen-
eration.

Jewish Voting Preferences

In no other area is the distinctive character of Jewish ethnicity more evident than
in the area of politics and voting preferences. Jews have historically been the staunch-
est supporters of the liberal tradition in America. The country may be moving to the
right, as some assert, but the Jews, with some notable exceptions, are still overwhelm-

9
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In view (5,. tension,,, ix our .-:,,cietv

:. :.),isition 1,, for Hmuil ethnic .,2.rimp, Never

,.nniur.,. Hu-4 H,cre Heim much open culmicitk.

- the iierind y.i.ich preceded the Hi70 c.'ongressional elections.

,i;union c,chlileted before tile 1:07)) elect ionS, pruVidOil Sullic en-

st Mct,,iicr hie l,x lork TinWs OW results of
Ne%,, conduckH tiik .\(' Y551.1 'riffles and the Yank.2levicli Sur-

:i"; orL:ini..,iiion. In between Governor Nelson Rockefeller, tile

Artlitir Goldberi,, Democratic canciidate, the SLII'Vey

.i!-:Itstlg ta.'spiitldcal:r; 'Ail() identified themselves :is Italian

.\::.erlcans and :;01: cent of Italians expressed a preference for
1'1'; for Cioldiitirg., of Jews said they intended to vote tor

for Rockefeller. uver 50.`:, of polled Italians said they

1,,re importantly, 50-, of ich.i.s tAilled described themselves as 'liberals," 27%
inch. were -thoderates" Tf;Ili of the Jity:s g;.I.V(.2 President Nixon a negative job

The NeY: York:Fir:1es summarized the conclusions for the poll in these words:

:-uatewide survey mi. voter attitudes indicates that New York politicians are
essentially correct in viewing state elections in terms of ethnic groups with
a majority of Irish and Italian Roman Catholics on one side and a majority of
Jews and non whites on the other."

Itlhe constancy of the convictions of American ,Jews can be judged when

,,rie recalls that in l:'54 a similar question was asked hy the Gallup Poll concerning
activities of Senator Joseph :VcCarthy. That poll disclosed that 58(5 of Catholics

a favorable opinion of -McCarthy, and -lir; of Protestants supported him, hut only

nf Jews e:-:pressed approval of the Wisconsin Senator. An overwhelming majoritf

the Jews polled voiced strong opposition to the powerful Senator and the tactics he

i..:1:ploved to fight alleged communist influences in the Federal Government.

In recent .:ears there have been about fifteen Jewish Congressmen in the House

Itepresentatives and either (me oc two Jewish Senators. All .lewish Congressmen

:ire considered liberals as far as their voting record on foreign and domestic issues
is considered. At this writing there are two Jewish Senators, Jacob Javits of New

York and Abraham Ruhicoff nf Connecticut. Both Javits, a Republican, and Ruhicoff,

1 0
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, Are H it Hint ", iii ft', >)> it I nni;-n lin ill >1 n fill' -

I t .

' t> -ia-ti a II 111,4 ; Hcc vuio

questions, .irv ;is complex AS AAV the .1(\visIt (if

iii a A.',.;;ISh cAlldidat(' ir IA.' IS on a ticket, provided
:Her ii Ii iiiestie issucs, ;in internationalist and dovish in foreign ffairs,
conser it Les, n.c.vks, iii isol itionists, ind iii recent years they \'.(iLltd Oil-

% ii ::liiijtjat iii> v.as not in favor of American support for
prci'er lii ..oic for a Ilemocrat, lthough, as in the cases

)1, c'Asc. it Jersey, they vote tor a Republican who
I .ind iii idvocate of peace and international cooperation. There

Je,.;.isk constituency to reject a Jewish candidate who is a con-
i. t". %%hen the :.1.1tertIItiyc iS Gentile liberal. I,et's

instance. at Me dOth ('ongressional district which includes the West Side of
:pad part of the lirunx. The population is about -10'"C., Jewish, 30'";, Irish, and

Hi.ick, iti he 1ii71) election, Willi:Ant I. Hyan, the Democratic C'ongressman,
,,pposei . tioldstein, a Jewish lawyer. Ryan is une of the most out
.en liher,ils in the !louse ;and a consistent critic of the Vietnam War. During the

chthpaign lv sp,,ku guruusly against the war, blaming Vietnam for the problems of
crip.:c. student unrest, and inflation. G(Adstein accused Ryan of appeasement of the
eut,;.1 Julists, declared himself a supporter of Nixon on foreign and domestic issues,
nih s Lid that he i'avored the so-called -no knock" crime bill which Congressman Ryan
uppo:;ed. Ryan .Aas re-elected by tin overwhelming majority. His office estimated

';:e received of the Jewish vote in the district. This pattern of ,Jewish voters
di yming a ewish candidate and supporting a liberal non-Jewish opponent has been
Hilo..;ed consistently hy American Jews.

Jarnes Yaffe, in his perceptive volume The American Jews, writes that "Jews
bride tleri.selves on their individualism, on the independence of their opinions, yet
their Huilavior can he predicted more easily than that of any other ethnic
.J.rou:-.) in .\merica. There definitely is a .Iewish vote." Yaffe could also have added

vutino pa terns are subject to certain rather easily discernible rules.
ote for liberals and not for conservatives, they vote for internationalists and

ior isolationists, and they have a marked predilection for the well educated and

-3-
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:or .::',:bcc!1,1; c tt I

1;:t r ran r la,

fl,tt

,"!:1". t \ ,I.t"t'.1:-;i1 1111111 it.11:;11iiill

Colomil The aqiituunity con

1.11...lt I \ .111(' not v..elcoire

T Purit,ins Hidie,,:ed that Jev..s were dil-;persel ;ill over

t rttl' 1' rejection Jesus as Son of

.11*, \ ..,;onld soon convert to Christianity and await with

:he Millennium, Lotion :\lather pra.ted fervently for the conver-
sion Jai. l,;, 16:1a. Al;ither included this prayer in sermon:

:±oin the dust \there 1 lay prostrate, itC 1.0re t 11(2 .nrd, Itud my
cries: l'or oon,..ersion or Jewish Nation and for my own having the hap-

sowe tthc I', It, H;ipi :few, that should he my ministry."
.\lather (Lie for a disappointment hecatise very few Jews (_,:lic.:erted. While

la.. deplored Je:Aisi: snihhornness, public:1\ opoosed We persecution of Jews.

.1'He first sizeable Jewish imn*Tation came to America from Gerrnany in the
1,:Th'sle,.,..s left Europe during tile collapse -)/ the liheral revolutions in the 1830's
anci especially !He 11,volution came in the same large wave of
Geru-iti iminigrat ion or the so-cabed Vorty-Eighters. Hut on the whole. Jews came

.1.merica for economic :Ind political rf..,asons. A few of them were artisans, hut
most '..ere small mere:lams :Ind some professionals, On the whole they were a well

educated ,,:rup of immigrants and since they were politically liberal, they found
Armirican democracy very attractive. \Vhat they prized most were the opportunities

for economic advancement :Ind individual enterprise.

settled in New Chicago and Philadelphia, and in many smaller cities
Ind built temples and estalAished schools with German as the language of in-

s:ruction. Their i'inancial success was remarkahle. Many a them started as ped-
dlers. Travelling aeross the land and then settling in the city of their choice. Many

of Thu naast LIM( 81S department stores of today, Altman's, :\larcus-Neiman's, Macy's

and Hoomingdale's -...ere founded by these German-Jewish peddlers. Ranking houses

r,,tinded ly; the tichiffs, \.`;:irhurgs, Kuhns, Lochs, :-.)elignians and I.chmans. Be-

1:,..een U:40 and the .le:.%:ish population rose from 15,000 to nearly a quarter of a

1 2
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.1(c..s, the eriod preceding the (. 1Var were Democrats, and they formed
'rout) Ney. York's main political organization, Tammany Ilall. After

the Ore.:-:p Dehhcratic Party which resulted from the passage of the Kansas
1;.1 and the repeal of the i\lissouri Compromise. Nort.:1,2 rn Jews

r t() the new Repuldican Party founded hy Lincoln.
Scward and others. The issue which hrought then: to the

opit,osition to slavery. Since the slavei y of the Jews in Egypt

reociatedl: '..ontlehined in the Old Testament and since Iews have for centuries
.:crated tli:ssover continemorate their rlidemption froin slavery into freedom,

naldral 1OF to become ardent. supporters of I.incoln and of tile cinancipa-
tioil a(idition, lancoln's repudiation of the I:now-Nothing Party and its

Ant i .inti-Jewish views endeared him to the Jews. Generally

taithrid to the Reputilican l'arty until the Presidency of Woodrow Wil-
-:1 1-..1.t'et'. ' 11'1:.1, when Woodrow Wilson liecame the candidate of the Demo-

t'or the Presidency. Jews sw'itched to the Democrats and hecame a con-
Democratic Party and in national politics.

1.1-11 iind I" 10 over three millmn Jews came to America, mostly from
:si is today Pol,ind and Czechoslovakia. 11'his was a mass immigration

::: ci..inged tile nature and chdra.7.er of the Jewish community in America.

..h.migritnts car:11.2 to the United States from the cities and towns of Russia,
t ' !Led in restricted areas and vitere governmental regulations forced them

.iveiiitood as peddlers, artisans and small merchants. Their mass flight
R.ssia :Ind Poland fliglit from poverty and oppression. i\lost of the intel-

Iect.hals. the enLinleurs, doctors, !ournalists 'and writers. were socialists or Zionists
,,ppre,:sion and tjersecution of Czarist secret police. To these mil-

.ns le-. Aiherica y.as a land of freedom and opportunity. They

\:: '2. their dre.ut. and the !lope of their life in the wretched

t.,c..11,H;):--; :II Europe. .1r:.erica for ;Ale inIrnigrants a "Cold-
\ Ltud, zi i:aven of refuge, a country of freedom and opportu-

;of:F. !,f'.'.andering oppression across Europe and other continents.
Ad:erica, immigrants differed considerahly from the

1 her itMr.i2rt.int

.;:i !;,,,n:.- imungrants, Jews cante Arnerie.1 to stay. They

1 3
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had no intention of accumulating st,nR.. money :1:,d returning to their native villages

,:itics in the Oh.: Country. They ilad no sentimental nostalgic feelings about the

places t:iey came from. On the contrary, they wanted to forget Iliem as soon as

possible and were determj.ned to becon:e .-1.cheric;in citizens Os soon as the law
A.:1,0/14 ,.,Lis 't..:vah, a religious good deed, almost a

..onimandnient, iecome t: 'ten as quickly as the law would allow rind
:o -.on, in elections. Since they V.'ere literate they had little difficulty in meeting the
le4al requirements for citi/enship.

There :...ere many similarities bety.een ILASSOS of Jewish immigrants and

the Immigrants froii. Poland aild Southern Italy, hut important (lifferences must
:a.! noted, Jews were as hew ildered hy the new American environment and suf-

2cred as much of a culture-shock as tile Poles and Italians, hut they had one impor-

.1:he:: had had centuries of experience in adjusting to new environ-
::ients. new. onitures and ne:.: :.zovernments. They had learned by experience how to

among the lIussians. the Poles and the Lithuanians. and still remain a separate
cry They .hiev, that they v.ere, Hy their o.,..n decision and the will o- the majority
:)opulation, not lZussians, Poles, Lithuanians, hut Jews. In fact, they neither
;)arT.lculariv wanted or -...ere ,-iven the rpflits of citizenship in the countries of their

Por the Jews, the h. :eptance of a new government and an adjustment to
tr, alien society presented much less difficulty than for the Polish or Italian

Jews had accumulated a great deal of experience on how to respond to

and discrimination and were prepared to cope with the same phenomena in America.

ls f.tct, they were experts in survival in a hostile environment. They knew how to ig-

,ccasional anti-seuatism and nativist propaganda and they fully appreciated the
freedon. :cid opportunities offered hy the iie:A country. They welcomed the pluralistic

..\m,erica and rejoiced in its proclaimed egalitarianism and gladly disregard-

,,r Wscounted the ridicule and aninh)sitv ,hey sometimes encountered.

-...ere L;r:iteful to the country ror adhering to the principle of separation
Ind s:Jte. h lIussia where the Orthodox Church was almost identical with

;did od v.here Polish nationalism and Polish Roman Catholicism were

....ere subject to repeated denigration hy the power-

:1:1 state supported churches and to persect,tion by official government bodies. The

ich of clear ;:lass distinctions in America made it easier for .lews to make their way

1 4
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ard in the new society. 'file division,between the landed gentry and the peas-
ants, the "rnuy.iks. forced tilt2 ,ICWS in Russia to iiet as intermediary between these

groups with the consequence that they became the scapegoats of both the Wg
ihdov.ners and the oppressed peasants whenever an economic depression or a

crisis occurred.

Most Je,vish in:migrants were artisans and small merchants. Some were fac-
t the textile centers like Lodz or Bialystok. Jewish immigration

included intellectuals, writers, doctors, lawyers, journalists, autors and stu-
dents 'rt-)i-n Russian universities, many of whom were involved in revolutionary

:ties. In general. this was a semi-skilled and a literate immigration. When the
,,i-etits themselves lacked an education, or where their own education was limited

siudies, they more than made up for it by their zeal and determination to.
J college education to their children. Passion for learning and a deep belief
0,Hvatiou was the best rc.ad to advancement in life was, probably, the most irn-

p)rt.int single characteristic of this new massive Jewish immigration to America.
IThs dedication to learning and appreciation of knowlege were the direct consequence

enerations of Jews who preserved their identity in many lands of dispersion by
insisting that their ablest young men dedicate their lives to the study of the Torah
,ind the .niimud. The public schools and the public school teachers have always en-
joyed and still do, tile strong support of the Jewish community. Jews feel a debt,
a deep 2,ratitude to the public school system and to the free universities, like the

College of New York, for the opportunities they have offered to their sons and
.1"triclso115 .

The majority of the new irnnligrants drifted into the clothing trade. "Jewish
imn,igrants, writes :1Ioses Rischin, in "Fhe Promised City,"separated by religious
proscriptions, customs and language from the suripunding city, found a place in
t':e clothing industry where the initial shock of contact with a bewildering world was
ten:pered I. a fainiliar milieu. Other Jews found jobs in another industry, familiar

f1001 Russia and Polandcigar making. It was in the clothing industry that
ems-crc destined to make a lasting contribution to the American Trnde Union

ver::ent through the orgardzation of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America
he In:.ernational f.adies Garment Workers Union. After an initial period of bit-

ter sirikes, collective bargaining and mediation of disputes became the established
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Practices the clothing nidust-. which were then widely imitated in other indus-
tries, Significantly, since the i),,sses were Jewish and most of the workers were
jev.ish, the owners of clothing factories were subject to very effective pressure
froth :he generally liheral Jewish community winch sympathized with the demands

,,,.orkers fmr J. i n.:2; wage ,ind )1' ;ideciwite and safe working conditions.

It i,mk Jev.::, :[nd especially the over une million Jews who settled] in the

List Stde ,uid in Central Harlem ()I' Nev. York, little time to become a power-

ii factor in lite politics of New York City and the state. As We said, Jews were
».:erv.helatingly Republicans. Their particular favorite was Theodore Roosevelt.

Roose).-elt endeared himself to jey.s when he served as the head of the New York

Lity Board of Polide and then as Go'.ernor of Cie State. lie made no secret of his
frieuciship 'Aith many Jews ;did w]len T. hecame President he appointed Oscar
str.iuss m Peconte the first Jew to serve in the Cabinet as Secretary of Commerce

1.iihor. Jews %%ere also deepl.). grateful to President Roosevelt for his vigorous

con.ieipnation of the persecution or Jews hy the Czarist governments.

The si ift from the Republican to the Democratic Party uarne in 1];12 when Wood-

Wilson ran on the Democratic ticket. Wilson was almost irresistahly attractive
7. !Si: voters. ...as a liberal whose t.ecord as Governor of New ,lersey includ-
ed: 1.1...)..s providing compensation for the unemployed, and strict regulations governing

title laitor of women :Ind children. Woodrow Wilson was a known internationalist and

very importantly he was :in intellectual, a distinguished political science professor,
and former P:tes;dent of Princeton Universi.ty. All in all, an answer to the ,Jewish
ideal it-huge of a politica] leader.

Sources of Jewish Liberalism

It ihay he useful here to explain the .Jewish steadfast adherence to political lib-

er.ilism and to social welfare legislation. Throughout their wanderings in various

l'inds of' the Diaspora. learned an important lesson. They saw a direct corre-
Ltion Hetween the conservative and reactionary regimes and anti-semitism and re-

Contrarywise, their long experience has shown that they lived in relative
:zed:I.:city and prospered in countries ruled hy liberal governments. Czarist Russia,
with the -Pale or Settlement,- iiie rampant anti-semitism, the ritual Wood murder
trials and the ;)ogrorns, was a ulassic example of how an unenlightened reactionary
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regime treated the Jews within its borders. Periods of relaxation in political re-
pression, folio- ed by liberal reforms like that whici: came after the Revolution in
Russia in 190, , always brought an improvement in the lot of the Jews.

.1cws remembered that their brethren lived in relative freedom under the long
rule of Emperor Franz Joseph of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, which was a
constitutional monafchy with a fairly enlightened government. Dictatorships, mili-
tary juntas: states which had an established religion, and governments which were
oblivious to the poverty and sufferings of the under-privileged, -have proven to be
:Kid risks for ,fews throughout their long history. Those lessons have not been for-
s2 tam by Jews until this day.

Responsibility for the plight of the poor, for the widows and orphans, has been
part ,)t. the Jewish tradition. It was a logical consequence of the emphasis in Jew-
ish religion on this worldliness. ,Since the promise of immortality plays a relative-
ly minor role in Jewish religious thinking, the right of every person to a good life
on this earth becomes paramount. Deuteronomy 15, Verse 7, states:

"If there be among you a poor man of one of the brethren within any of the
gates in thy land which the Lord God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine
heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother."
The Bible contains specific weifare legislation. All debts were cancelled every

seventh year, so that 'he poor could get a new start toward economic advancement.
Every fiftieth year was to be proclaimed a Year of Jubilee, when all land reverted
to the original owners. Every man was, under this law, allowed to return to his
ancestral home.

Landowners were enjoined to leave a part of their fields at harvest time as a
peah or a corner to be harvested by the poor of the community. The rabbis of the

Talmud later specified the size of the "peah" and made it clear that on that part of
the (o.vners' property the poor were to gather the crop as of right and not as charity.
The Book of Ruth describes the workings of another part of welfare legislation under
which the poor were allowed to follow the harvesters and gather the sheaves of wheat

oh the scythes did not cut.

The Prophets, especially Amos and Isaiah, castigated greedy large landowners
who dispossessed destitute peasants from their land and who exploited the poor and
neglected the widows and orphans. Amos cried out against the fat women of Samaria
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o were living in luxury while the poor suffered. Ile urged of his brethren, ".los-
ticelustice Thou Shall Pursue,

Bolstered by the Biblical laws and the admonitions of the Prophets, the poor

of Israel have, from the earliest period of their history, considered it their rictht
be taken care of by their community. Significantly, the word charity in Hebrew,

.T...dakah, comes from the word -Tzedek- which means Justice. Thus, giving

charity bas been expected of every Jew even of modest means and it became un-
thinkaliki for a Jewish communits, however poo, not to take care of its poor, its
%'..idows and orphans.

In :ilinost every city 1ews maintain %yell equipped Jewish Centers for youths

L011 adults, family aid societies, vocational schools, clinics and hospitals. In re-
cent years. the Jewish Welfare funds which supervise these institutions were con-
i.r,,hted with a peculiar problem. There simply are not enough poor Jews who need

these philanthropic services, especially in the big charity hospitals. Consequently,

the iarge Jewish hospitals in New York, Chicago, Roston, Los Angeles, and Phila-
delphia are serving mostly blacks, Puerto Ricans and Spanish-Americans.

Jews in ..kmerican

'lire number of Jewish Congressmen went down in 1971 from 19 only a few years

ago to 14. Jews have lost influence in the Democratic Party, where they wielded a

great deal of power in the days of F.D,R.'s New Deal, the Presidencies of Harry Tru-

man and John F. Kennedy. They were an important part of the Grand Democratic Co-

alition, which included sonic Protestants, many Catholics, blacks, and leaders and

members of Labor Unions and ethnic minority groups. This coalition is shaky and in
the process of losing some of its charter groups. The source of Jewish political power
was their concentration in big cities where they were able to deliver an important vote

ih crucial elections. Now Jews do not live in such large blocs in the cities because
inany en them moved to the suburbs where their political power became diffused and

absorbed in the usually large Republican vote.

In addition, since most Jews are economically rather well off, they no longer
need help or patronage from the big city political machines. Consequently, they

look upon themselves as independent voters on local and state issues and vote for

Democratic or Republican candidates according to their qualifications. The price
that Jews pay for the loss of their traditional political allies and for the withdrawal

-10-
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muc" of their support front big city political machines is less politicul power not
only . the Ical but also on the irational

Conservative Trends in tile Jelxish Community

There Is inuch evidence that many Jewish intellectuals, who with some Gentile
-.%ri!ers, t'orm 1.iterar Ls'.ablishment in New York and its environs, have shift-
ed t.rom a ilwral to a more conservative position. Nathan Glazer, the Harvard so-
ciologist and co-mithor with Daniel Moynihan of Beyond the Melting Pot, wrote in

October I9To issue or ('omin(-.,ntary:

'llow does a radicala mild radical, it is true, hut still one who felt closer
.radical than to liberal writers and politicans in the late 1950'send up by

1!'Tu a conservative, a mild conservative, but still closer to those who
!..o',\ cal: themselves conservative than to those who call themselves liberal."

traumatic experience witieli shook the faith in dogmatic liberalism was the
Free Si)eech nt's rebellion at Berkeley when Glazer was a professor there.

b, rebelling students, he concluded that if they had their way,
ftee inquiry, free discussion, and rational discourse would have ended at Berkeley
and on other university campuses. The young radical guerrillas bent on destruction

he American pc)litical, economic and social system would in Glazer's view, if
succc:ssfal. bring about not an improvement in the lot of the poor, but "a radical re-
duction in the general standard of living.

In a story dealing with Glazer's revelations about himself, the New York Times
interviewed other Jewish intellectuals whom it called the "Label-Makers." Paul
G,,odirlan said that he was "always a conservative anarchist, a passivist anarchist
and a decentralist, and Irving Kristol, co-editor of Public Interest, said, "What's
the point of arguing? I started moving right a long time ago. In my case it's been

:)rett,.. steady drift, ever since 1942." Norman Podhoretz, of the Commentary, told

the reporter that the political skepticism of the fifties had slid into an activist faith
ibutI some of us...are convinced that it has become more im-

portant to insist ()nee again on the freedom of large areas of human experience from
b,..i.er of politics,"

All this is obviously no simple- in inded backlash to the race issue or the turmoil
,ind riots on the campuses. On the contrary; the new "conservatism" of some Jew-
ish intellectuals iK paradoxically the logical consequence of their deep commitment
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alism, ii beini. "liberal" means acceptance of the concepts of naked power

(1: the lilac. anthers or the concept of an inherent right to violate the "white" law
Ii , the concept of the S, D. S. on ,the of the American system,
or the repression of free inquiry and free discussion, these .lewish intellectuals re-
cot tilis kind of liberalism, it may be that Michael Harrington, the author of The

()Her America, inade tile most apt comment about Glazer's "confessions." "Nlv
ihipression is," llarrington said, that I don't see that big a change in Nat, I would
4 ve hich absolution :ind tell him some of lus sins :ire not necessary to confess."

intellectuals are re-examining sonic of their former simplistic notions about

free society and race relations, hut their basic adherence to liberalism :md liber-
t.,rimisin still seems to he in evidence.

great misS of Jews, 's ihe Congressinnal elections in New York, Chi-

;Ind C;ilit'ornia showed, aye remained faithful to the liberal Democratic ban-
ner. ihr.i.ever, there has been some shift to the right which cannot he ignored and

D_S (=:1A1 :,;(s ought to be ann l,%-yed.

'Fite suppiirt hy the BILick l'anther Party and other Idaek militants to the Arab

guerrilliis in the struggle hetween Israel and the Arab states, contributed to the con-
ser'..ati-,.e trend in the Jewish community. flue. Newton, Bobby Seale and Eldridge
Cieaver, the exiled leader of the Panther Party, who now resides in Arab Algeria,

all proclaimed their solidarity with the aims of the Arab liberation movements
tn destroy Israel as 'an outpost of foreign imperialism and colonialism." This anti-
Israel position is nnt shared by the National Association for the Advancement of Col-

nred .nple, the Urhan League, and has been repeatedly repudiated by Negro leaders,

including the late Dr. Martin Luther King, the late Whitney Young, Roy Wilkins and
Bayard Rustin.

Tile massive military suppnrt given by the Soviet Union to the Arabs, the hostil-

ity f Hussia t(..) the State of Israel, has also pushed some American Jews to embrace
cole cnnservative views nil U.S.-Soviet relations, on defense spending and even on

the Vietnah, Wiir. The Soviets are fanning this growing hostility and budding conser-

vitt ism c their- inexcusable mistreatment of Jews in the Soviet Union and their re-

f:.isal to those Jews who wish to do so, to immigrate to Israel. Defense of Rus-

sian .iews against discrimination has become a universal and popular cause of almost

organizations and religious groups. Demonstrations, protests against the

2 0



www.manaraa.com

t;oviet )1ave not been conducted only by the Jewish Defense I.eague. They take
;dace IC ulrirly ill all ceaters of Jewish population in.AMerica, and they have a cu-
i:'ulat,veeffect in pushing many Jews into the conservative camp.

In a very significant speech given by C:harles L. Silberman, one of the editors
,rtunc Magayine and the author of the best-seller, Crisis in American Class-

Arnerican Jews in a speech delivered to the Annual Meeting of the
Ainerican Jewish ( ohmittee in May, 1Pii6, against the growing conservatism and

anti-Negro presludice in the Jewish community. "I am worried,- Silberman said,
,ihout. the future of Judaism in America...the greatest threat to our survival comes

!1'on1 Jssimilationassimilation to the dominant attitudes, values and mores of
can societyto the materialism and hedonism and increasingly, to the preju-

Lnd discrimination, to the racism or white America." He urged Jews to return
essential liberalism and decency on questions of race and their commitment

rucial

It seems that the American public in general finds it difficult to understand the
rel::tHnsilip between American Jews and the State of Israel. The overwhelming ma-
:ority of American Jews (the notable exception being a segment of Jewish radical
students) seem to he devoted to the survival of Israel as an independent Jewish state.
Iti uldition to the feeling of kinship for their brethren in Israel, American Jews are
convinced that the destruction of Israel would have a detrimental, if not disastrous
effeet on their own position in the United States. Many of them find a source of
pride and satisfaction in the fact that after two thousand years of wanderings and
persecution, Jews have a state, a state which serves as a place of haven and refuge,

st:ite represented in the United Nations and a state vhose Prime Minister is re-
ceived with honors (due to all heads of state) in the White House. They may never

themselves of that haven of refuge, but they want to be sure that it is there.
:is nothing to do with their unquestioned loyalty to Americait is an almost

:ttic historical reflex to the murder of six million Jews by the Nazis.
Eve..n more s ini ficantl y , ,lews are inordinately proud of the political, economic,
s i):',)L2I'USS made by Israel, especially of the courage arid military prowess

r IMy. They see in the widely praised record of the Israeli Army at
recompense for tile humiliation they suffered when they helplessly

ed Hitler's bullies slaughter millions of defenseless Jews.
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1.1no,.A.itY. former hoard (..hairman of Xerox Corporation and former United

Ami,assador to the Organization of American states who has not been very

.ictin.e hi the American Jes.., ish community, expressed ffiis universally held pride in

Israel %%hen ilt2 told a reocfrter from Newsweek: "The Israeli victory in the six-day
A.Ly Piti7 ,,kas the end of the image of the Jew as a loser. He became a man, who
:.ese:l.bles David tnore than Shylock. ln a poll taken by the same magazine. 95%

of the :ews wanted the United States to support Israel diplomatically and by military

0(plipment and an astounding 4ft,ro felt that the U.S. ought to continue this support

!he risk of being invoM.:d in a war. Some spokesmen for American Jews

:1a..-e repeatedly testified that they find it difficult to impress upon Administration

offi;.nals and some members of Congress how deeply and widely these sentiments
are held hy American Jews. Jews vote for candidates, as we have said, on the
Oasis of many domestic and foreign policy considerations. Among the latter, atti-
tale to Israel has become increasingly important.

In the 19th Congressional District in New York City, which has a population of

445,000 and includes the West Village. Chelsea and the Upper West Side of Manhat-

tan, the 11170 election evolved primarily on the issue of American support for Israel.
T:ns is an economically and racially mixed district in which Jews constitute the
largest effinic bloc. There are also large concentrations of blacks, Puerto Ricans,
Italians and pockets of Poles and Ukrainians, Barry Farber, a colorful radio an-
nouncer-personality, who was the Republican-Liberal candidate, accused Bella Ab-
i.ng, the Democratic candidate, of not being enthusiastically in favor of American

military and economic aid to Israel. lie cited a remark made by Mrs. Abzug earlier
in the year, that she "would find it difficult to support jets for Israel." Mrs. Abzug

i..idignantly denied Farber's accusations and told her audiences repeatedly that Israel
n.,:ist receive the jets and economic assistance she requires."

Farber hammered at the Israel issue and came from behind to pose a serious
threat :o :Mrs. Abzug in this traditionally Democratic district. In the end, Bella
Abzug, a ..igorous and flamboyant campaigner, pushed ahead and won the election
by a narrow margin. But there is little doubt that Congresswoman Abzug will have

to demonstrate a much inore vigorous pro-Israel stand if she wants to stay in Con-
gress.

The n;nst disturbing manifestation of the backlash in the Jewish community is
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tne ergence of the lewish Defense I.eague. This League, led by liabbi leir
Kne, lakes no bones of its ohjectives to defend the Jews, by force if necessary,

oust rime in lie streets and lob pressut e. in essence, the lewish Defense
I.t.aJue Jo..vish vigil:.uite movementanti-Negro and anti-Soviet, "Hie League
conducts vigorous anti-Soviet propaganda in protest against the mistreatment Of

:n the Soviet Union. When in Noverr her Pc7() Soviet offices were bombed in
Vot Flubbi Kahane disclaimed ;uly "direct responsibility" for the acts. hut

pinuded the action and predicted similar nets of violence against the Soviet
uptight American Jews distraught over the plight of Soviet Jewry."

I.e :ietivities of the Jewish Defense I .e..1.ue have been repeatedly denounced

k)' American Jews and bv Mrs. Golda \left, the Prime Minister. of
as contrary in Je..visil traditions and inimical to the interests of American

.,r;id as p(tentially injurious to the status of Jews in the Soviet Union. Rut
:nen. :s evidence that the I.eague has some acceptance among the rank-file Jews,
esnecially in :he (.)tthodox community. In a poll conducted by Newsweek Magazine
in Maich, I I 7 b"o f Jews disapproved of the League and 1.45 supported its ac-
i

Ait *jS iS 11( )1 to suggest that Jews arc turning away from their massive sup-
pt.rt ror ii ci ta 1 Deinoerats and liberal causes. But there are indications that racial
and political tensions do push sonic JeWs toward a more conservative stance. As
ti..e crisis in the cities becomes more acute, this trend may well continue or even
IL 110 uelerated.

Concern about Jewish Youth

While ethnic solidarity among the older Jews has been growing, the American
is viewing the weakening of the Jewish identity of the youth, with growing alarm.

isher, the President of the Council of ,Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds,
s ; n address at the convention in Roston in 19Illt, that "many delegates came,
brovin:2,, hut not really believing that the American ,lewish community faced the
frighteMng possibility that we coul0 lose almost an entire generation of our .\roung
be,,ble.- A year later, at the convention in Kansas City, he rep-ated the same

and added that -the American Jewish leadership had not found the magic
:uls.,.er for bringing hack our youth.-

2 3
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1. I. 111shbeln. the outspoken editor of The Sentinel, Ii popular Anglo-Jewish

ce,.ly 1;1 Clucago, %%rote in in editorial in Noveinher 1J70: "Assimilation is grow-

ing. Intertharriage has heconle a common thing. Our college Youth are tieing in-

, re.isingl:, un.ible to find 1 relevancy within the syn;.1.gogue or communal

iv

in a lecture :it llebrew Universit,N. in Jerusalem, Dr. John Slawson, former

cxecutive vice-president of the American Jewish Committee. stated ihat
We :L5,000 students--who eomprise 85 per cent of the

.\.n.crican .-outh--are indifferent or apathetic to Jewish values ;Ind Jewish

entification. They have little 01' no concern ahout their heing Jewish and

..onscquently The rate ;Jr Intermarriage among third generation college educated

youth and Jewish college professors is very high.

hicre is noich to support these expressions of concernlewish college youth
(and !bat means :he glenJ rhajority of Jewish college-age population) on the whole,

find little interest In the synagoue or in Jewish religious practices. :Many of them

Jri leaders and rhemhers of anti-Israel and anti-Zionist radical revolutionary

broups. teJ.,. are interested in the continuous fund-raising for Israel or the ,lewish

p inthropies, and many seem to have no compunction to inter-marry and leave

the .,ewish communit:. aItbethur. The American Jewish Yearbook of 1h70 found

ln to 15 per ,ent or marriages consummated by Jewish persons were mixed.
The author of the survey, Arnold Schwartz, suggested that one of the important

factors contributing to the increase in intermarriage is the rapid attenuation of dif-

ferences in the life-style of Jews :Ind non-jews, Schwartz also noted that not only

nave become fully adjusted to American life, hut that Jews have succeeded,

ihrongl1 their writers, playwrights and comedians, to infuse American cultural life

Jev.ish mores, expressions, food preferences and values.
Professcn. Ernest Van den Haag, the author of The Jewish :Mystique, found on

he basis b an extensive survey that the rate of derection from their religious roots

and convictiJats of Jewish students at twelve colleges studied was much higher than

that c,f Catholic :ind Protestant students. Dr. Bernard Lander, a sociologist from
linnter College, reported at the 11J70 meeting of the Union of Orthodox ,Iewish Con-

7rre'Jations that other studies indicated that 26 per cent of ,Iewish college students

taised is Jews no longer consider themselves Jews.
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llowever, this picture has another side to it. There is also evidence that a
small, hut vocal, group of Jewish young people are demanding (and getting) repre-
sentation and a voice on the boards of local Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds
and that nlany young Jews throughout the country have organized for the support of
Israel and for the defense of the rights of Soviet Jews to cultural freedom and im-

gration. A considerable number of .voung American Jews, disenchanted with
America, have decided to settle in Israel, although some of them still retain Amer-
ican citi7.enship. Still other young Jews have organized ichavurot or fellowships to

communally and to rediscover old Jewish traditions and values.
There is a growing movement of radical Jewish college students who affirm

their commitment to the ,Iewish people, to ..lewish values, but who express opposi-
tion, and even contempt, for the "Jewish Establishment." They charge the leaders

Z:le Jewish community as being guilty of an over-cautious assimilationist mental-
ity in dulitini with anti-semitism, Israel and Russian Jewry, and of ignoring the
democratic process. These young Jewish radicals who are now organized on about
:.orty campuses and who publish their own newspapers, have been responsible for
demonstrations against the Russian government and against the Jewish Federation
,md V.elrare Funds whom they accuse of allocating too tittle in support of Jewish
schools.

In summary, the Jewish youth is in a state of flux. They are disenchanted
with the traditional modes of Jewish communal life, some have doubts about the
State of Israel, and many express open contempt for the "feasts" of Bar Mitzvah
and opulent Jewish weddings, or for the usual expectation of their parents to study
and he nice Jewish boys and girls." Professor Arthur Waskow, in a perceptive
essay in the New York Times, after noting these dilemmas, concluded:

..So the die seems cast. Either the American Jewish community will disappearduring the next generation, or it will survive through forms and values radicallydifferent."

There may he considerable exaggeration in this either-or alternative. Ameri-
(an hews will not disappear either in the next, or in the next after the next genera-
tion, ind it is doubtful if this large, vital, and varied community can or will adopt
radically different values and forms. What will probably happen is that a proportion
o Anieriean .Jews, fifteen to twenty per cent, will disappear through assimilation,

while the rest will, as Jews have done through the cen s, make some adaptations
2 5
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eti;:;:),1 ntises .ind muddle through as ethnic commutnty. They will accomp-
lish this because they have de\ loped through the imuty centuries of their (lisper-
S C. Ilt i, itiv Ltnds a getitas for ;:eculturation, for learning. :icquiring and adopting

yalues. tracts :mil np)des of behavior of the dominant culture. while at the

s'the time resisting successfully tot:.d :issimilation which would call for the giving
!heir ov.ii cultural \'alues.

%%hat of the Future..'

Thel'e IS little detiht that AMC:Fie:All JeWS tire in. the throes of a profound ideo-

logical Cris:S. Tile radicalization of some Jewish youth (probably no more than 5'',7o

sh college stud,Crits) ;mil the alienation from Jewish life of a much larger

SUCO'fli o:.:,;(0,Ing Jewish men and the dilemmas confronting American Jews
o-; :t conseqtience of the cLInstant peril to the existence of the State of Israel and the
atiHreseen dOlIt'se )1. the Black Revolution, luive made American Jews unsure and
.:11.Lery ;iiiout their future. "lhe emergence of the Jewish Defense League is only an
ol:Y.t.ard symptoti; ()t. this deep internal unrest and insecurity,

Paradoxically, much in the patterns of Jewish adult communal life and in its
developing modes ()t. social and political thinking is albeit unwittingly contributing

to the alienation of the youth. The concentration on incessant fund-raising for Is-
rael \t:ith LCie nevita.i)le testimonial banquets for large donors to Israel Bonds, or

the United Jet.vish Fund, leaves the Jewish youth and the young adults out in the cold.

The trend br.t,ard conservatism, the slackening of enthusiasm for the struggle for

r.icial equality, and the support hy some segments of the Jewish community of right-

..t.ing Lind ha,.t,kish Democrats and Republicans, have alienated the people who are

o...erwhelmingly lii;ur;11, in t ivor of civil rights and bitterly opposed to the Vietnam
irr..cdvement. The single-minded concentration on Israel by many ,lewish organiza-

tirgis and the absence of any meaningful discussion of the rights and wrongs in the

Middle East conflict are.sources of resentnlent among many .Jewish college students
:ind professors.

.1.0 all this must he added the significant loss of standing and influence of rabbis

Old synit.gogues. The synagogues do not attract ,Jewish young people to their ser-

..-ices ind :ictivities and the rabbis have little influence in Jewish communal life.

-Is it possible.' asked un editorial in the Anglo-Jewish weekly, The Jewish Post
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and OLUnion, our rabbis could be brought back into the mainstream of Jewish
1.11 a(.tivity, ,And thus make the necessary contribution that their superior knowledge
arid Training ireparo them for. It is clear that for the past several decades or so,
:Pe rabbis 11LC:t2 been almost totally ignored in the decision-making process in the

conimunity even in areas where they ire the most competent and best ad-
of the editorial was not hopeful that a solution to this question

Han H.!

1)r. Marvin Feinstein, Director of the Jewish Studies Program in the City Col-
lere )t. estimated in a Letter to the New. York Times of December 7, 1970.
P.:t some o per cent of American .lewish children received no Jewish schooling...

Lindi it may i.e ::::surned that a iii=,her percentage abstained from synagogue atten-
dance except on the rarest occasions.... The bitter truth." Fe inste in added, "is
1.h.d .\merican Jewi.i..1 young men and wonlen are abysmally ignorant

t_-.er.,. aspect of Je,Aish culture and idealsa condition which robs them of histo-
rical Identity, disorients them and frequently breeds Jewish self-hatred."

This is a rather grim picture, but it would he foolhardy to discard the impres-
si':e evidence from the long, and often painful. history of Jews in the Diaspora,

)citrit.s to the almost uncanny tenacity ot Jews to survive as a distinct religious
and ethnic community. Earl Raab concluded an insightful analysis of the plight of
Arperican Jews with this sober .yet hopeful paragraph:

American ma:: have provided jews an opportunity to take such a stance, to
be active in history, and to help shape a human society in which history is
actionable, that is, an open society struggling toward social justice. But theJewish community can only seize that opportunity if it casts off the various
forms of self-destructive innocence in which it has been e.aught and which are
so deadly to its identity, to its meaning and indeed to its very existence."
Among these delusions of innocence, Raab listed the assumption that Jews have

,c.,..:rcome their marginal status in America and that the establishment of the State
Israel has resuhed in an improved status for Jews in America. In fact, it can
irgued that the Arab ilostility to Israel and the Soviet Union's involvement in the

inflict on the side of the ArThs, have added to the complexity of the Jewish posi-
tion, t'specillly in relation to the policy of the United States in the Middle East,

TPe community suffers from lack of leadership. Gone are the days of
such illustrious and widely respected .Jewish leaders as Louis Rabbi
Stephen S. Wise, Justice Louis Brandeis or Rabbi Abba lb ilel Silver. There is no
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one on the horizon :If that stature. Since the whole world seems to he looking for

.2haristrat.c. leaders, it may be that one ought not to make too much of the lack of

saHi leaders in the Jewish conimunity.

it may he difficult if not impossit:le to find a satisfactory over-all conceptual

framework which may be helpful in the analysis of the present status of American
%%hie!: may provide some sensible basis for predictions as to its future.

A similar problein faced the distinguished American historian, the late David Pot-

ter, ittempted to find a generalization which would explain the basic ingre-

drs of the Anierican national character. In his search for such an over-arching
:4eileralization, Potter. as Ile explained in his book People of Plenty, asked three

s,:cial scientists. Margaret -Xieud, the inannopologist, David Riesman, the sociolo-
,:st, and Karen llornec, the itsychoanalyst, to isolate some traits in the American
national character. \lead suggested rh,l,ility and the st:c,,,:e.s;- drive as main compo-

nents. Ilaesman stressed concern for tlle opinions of ti group and Iforney

sii-Llled out competition, Professor Pntter then searched for one major determining
...actor in tile formation of the America:: natio :al character. He concluded that eco-

not-iiic iibundance was that determina'nt. -This slate of relative abundance, of mate-
:nal plenty,- Potter w.rote, has been a basic condition of American life and...has

perYasive, f undefined, influence upon the American people."

Without claiming too much for this analogy, one can cautiously suggest that the

extra(ordinary affluence of American .1 s has been largely responsible for their
achievements, their outstanding enntribut'ons to American cultural life and that the

he affluence may have also been an important factor in the disturbing trends,

conflicts imd the growing uncertainty' about their future. Jews are by far the most

affluent ethnic minority in the United States. ever 50','0 of American Jewish families

nice an income of between ...i:7,000 and ::15,000. These figures exceed the averages

T.hc t(dal p(Tulation. Jewish contributions to philanthropic and cultural organiza-

tions in the U,S.A. are astronomic in comparison to those made by the other ethnic
Jriii);_; to their institutVns. In P4;7, which ,.va:=i the year of the war between Israel

a.no the .\riii:slewish Welfare F'inds ;ii1d Israel emergency campaigns raised 319

:::i 11Hr: )1 lays. The amount collected in 100 was not much smaller. All this was

in addition to the enormous sums raised by .lewish institutions of higher learning

.,ind the synagogues and temples.

-20-
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lio,.%ever, it is this concentration on fund-raising that has contributed to the
alienatio.1 or Jewish youth which is. of course. excluded from tliese activities.
Some segments of Jewish youth, especially the college youth, resent this colleen-
tr,:tion on philanthropies (for largely non-existent poor Jews), and on aid to Israel
.ts Jim inishing the interest c)t. the Jewish community in opposing the Vietnam War
incl in helping the 1)1 icks in their struggle for equality. There is little question

that the il,issive shi flight from the cities to the suburbs, which was made pos-
stble t.ty their affluence and the competit.ion between Jews and blacks in big cities

l-paying jobs in education and in city governments, has strained the relations
eeu h and the Negro community. 'Inc growing conservatism evident in

the :onlmunity can be, at least in part, traced to their economic affluence.
same economic abundance has made it possible for American Jews to build

he.o. cid manificent temples and synagogues wticli because they need huge funds for
::1.11 ntenance are ruled hy small groups of the very rich. This keeps the young

and the less affluent away from synagogue attendance and synagogue activities. Pro-
Ernest Van den Ilaag has predicted that present trends continue, in the

r 2000 there will have never been more hands ,me, better endowed synagogues
in America, nor so many; nor so few Jews.- Not all experts share Professor Van
den Ilaag's pessimism. Some assert that there are signs that many Jewish college

uths are seeking and finding new ways for their identification with the Jewish re-
1ion, the Jewish ethical traditions and with Israel outside the synagogue. "They
are,- said Rabbi Jacob Neusner, professor of religion at Boston University, "ex-
bLiining the meaning of lAg outside established synagogues and community organiza-
ti,ns...

Econonlic affluence has made it possible for American Jews and particularly
tor Its intellectual elite, which traditionally has had a great affinity for books, lit-
er ituri. and arts, to become very influential in the cultural life of this country. It
is ommoll to speak of .1ews is dominating the American Intellectual Establishment,
lr tl:e f i e l d of literature there is Saul I3ellow, Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth. Noi--

ui and many others. Among the literary and intellectual magazines, there
c. oininentary, edited by Norm.an Podhoretz, the New York Review of Books, edited
ftirhara Epstein and Robert Silvers and the Pal san Revie iv. , the New Leader, the

Dissent 111(1 others whose editors are Jewish writers and critics.
2 9
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It is not easy to prognosticate on the future of any ethnic community. Dealing

v.ith H. s an ancient, peculiar ;Ind unique religious :Ind ethnic minority. the task

itigit impossible. All that can he said is that the next decade may prove to

tiecisive in shaping thin future.
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CHAPTER 2

IRISHFROM RAGS TO RICHES

la 1862, a newspaper in New York gave this description of the Irish Catholic
immigrant:

-lie [the Irish immigrant) never knew an hour of civilized society...born
.savage--as brutal a ruffian as an untamed Indian...a born criminal and
pauper...a pitiful spectacle of a man...pushed straight to hell by that
abomination against common sense called Catholic religion... To compare
lnm \:ith an intelligent Negro could he an insult to the latter...Scratch a
convict ()I a pauper, and the chances are that you tickle the skin of an Irish

It would be of interest to see the reaction to this passage by Senator Mike
Mansfield, Senate Majority leader, Mayor Richard J. Daley, Father Theodore
flesburgh, President of Notre Dame University, or Senator Edward J. Kennedy of
Massachusetts. They would probably be amused at this display of nativist preju-
dices. However, prejudice was no laughing matter to the Irish Catholics who be-
gan coming to the United States in the 1800's and 1820's in large numbers, because
of the famine which resulted from the repeated failure of potato crops in Ireland.
By 1850, the Irish constituted 44% of all the foreign born in the United States. Be-
tween 1820 and 1970, about three million Irishmen immigrated to the United States,

The process by which Irish immigration made New York City a predominantly
Irish city is a fascinating story. Irish hegemony has long since ended as the result
of large Italian and ,Jewish immigration and a huge influx of blacks and Puerto Ri-
cans into the city. The 1850 census showed that there were 133,730 Irish people
in Ne,A York City and by 1855, about 35% of the population was Irish. In 1890, out
of one million and a quarter inhabitants in New York, about 423,000 were Irish. In
Boston, in 1845, one out of five inhabitants was Irish.

The early Irish immigrants, mostly laborers and small farmers, were wretch-
edly poor,, illiterate, and many of them spoke only Gaelic. On the streets of New
York, Boston and Philadelphia, they were a bewildered lot. The culture shock of

3 1
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trf :hese rural foll4,s Into city peop, .4 great indeed. They were

C.Itholles, a generally unpopular minority in n predominantly Protestant country,

which still iarbored strong anti-Catholic Puritan prejudices. The \vorking class

,010 pnrticularly the members of the Knights of Libor, the first labor

0110o115 in America, feared tile comnetition of these hungry Irish laborers who were

willing to y.ork long ,taid hnrcl at the most menial jobs for low wages. Many thou-

s.inds of Irishmen worked ()ri the construction of railroad tracks, often under diffi-

calt nnd d:ingerous conditions.

The hatred .igninst the Irish immigrants eplodcd into violence and riots. In

imlb burned :in Irish Catholic convent and orphanage in Philadelphia, killing

nuh.ber f nuns nnd children. A few vears later, there was a three-day riot in
Philadelpina %%Inch left fourteen dead and forty Irish homes and churches burned.

Thu rioters invaded Kensington, the Irish suburb of Philadelphia (we have men-

tioned Kensington hefore in connection with ri recent riot of its Irish inhabitants

inst Negroes). and order was not restored until the governor called out the

militia to quell the riot,
The Philadelphia riot was instigated hy several nativist or purely.' Ame-..ican

sciuties. in I ;54, the American Know Nothing Party which was anti-immigrant

and anti-Catholic ...as formed. President John F. Kennedy, in his book, A Nation

of Immigrants, remarked y.ith wry humor that: "'File Irish are perhaps the only

people in our history with. the distinction of having a political party, the Know-

Nothings, C,)rmed against them. The name of the party came from instructions

yen the members to say "I know nothing.' when asked about the party's program

and tctivities, The Know-Nothing Party scored impressive gains in the 1834 elec-

tions, but then its strength ebbed, few years later, its remnants joined the new

PuoiiiIicrin Pnrty or threw their allegiance to the Democrats.

The Irish and Big City Politics

A:4 their fill InUers grew, especially in New York and Boston, Irishmen began to

pia ever important role in politics. Many of them worked for the city govern-

ments in New Yuri:, Bostcm, !'hiladelphia nnd Chicago as laborers, and many be-

mitre policemen and firemen.

It is not difficult to understand the ;ittraction that the police departments held

-24-
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out for the Irish. The uniform, the power of being a policeman, g:IVe I he Irish i 111111 I

1.;111L o ree iiii.t of security, an antidote for the low social standing in the general so-
. A ;)oliceman's career also filled another deeply felt need for the sons of im-

:)overtshed Immigrants, namely economic security. Vinally, a policeman's uniform
st:itus moth much desired hy the Irish living in a largely hostile

(rim ent.

City and :,;tate politicians soon found out that Irishmen who were given jobs were
failnrul ;Hid loyal to the i)arty ;Ind officials who gave them employment; they remem-
Hered their Henufactors at election time. Gradually, some Irishmen rose to positions

..lportance in the police and fire departments and others became sheriffs and judges.
Irish inimigrants had a clear advantage over other immigrant groups in the quest for
IiIiw:Lh ;)ow..er nib influence because they spoke English :.ind were hasically at home
in A society which cherished English political traditions and the English law system.
The fact ti-,at many of the better educated Irishmen had attractive, outgoing personali-
ties ..uld genuinely liked people and a good time was of great help in the informal atmo-
shere (0: American politics.

In the years after the Civil War. the Irish built and dominated political organiza-
ti(us (,r machines in a mimber of cities in the North and the Midwest. A city govern-
theMt or a county committee (usually Democratic) were ruled by a "boss" aided by a
number ,4f lieutenants, mostly city or county office holders. The top leadership drew
its pow:er from the votes delivered by the associated clubs, strategically placed in the

ions election wards and precincts.

Irish Politicians in New York

Le Irish machine politicans stayed in power because, unlike some of the Anglo-
ti elites which preceded them, they did care for the welfare of the poor and needy

o u t s t i t u e n t s :)ut as a rule, they were not averse to getting rich in the process. They

Ly.-e th,)usands o .)ohs to their supporters and built free clinics for the sick, but they
in the legitimacy of what a famed Tammany Hall leadc.c, George Wash-

iuiOn PhInk itt, calico! honest graft.- Plunkitt, a millionaire Sachem (Chief) of the
'I'.(rmlua iv flail -,,((ciety, wh,) w:as at one time or another State Senator, a Judge and an
A derl in, explained in an interview that -dishonest graft" was simple thievery, but
Lonest E2,raft- was completely legitimate. "I have made a big fortune," he wrote, "out
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of tile 4.11he (of politics! and I'm gettinL2, richer every das,.., but not gone in for

dishoni...st graft, blackinailin' g;unblers, s;iloonkeepers, disorderly people, etc...
Ii : i.L tie :none.% 11 a sinlple Seell my opportunities and I took 'em."

P inkitt Rney., Hr instance, through direct imadvement in city planning or through

wliat land would be needed H.\ the city for a road 01 a school. Ile

sell tile lots %%inch lie bought for practically nothing it high prices. Plunkitt

Irish politicans cimsidered this road to riches as perfectly legitimate.
Uhtn In MOIICSI. Part." It seems that most of the constituents of

the City inachines saw. nothing oihectionable in these procedures.

as their 'career', writes William Shannon in 'File American Irish.

:ke e.zerY other pr,fession, it a is expected to reward its practitioners with money.
prestige, 10111 if possible, security.- Irish politicans who firmly held to this theory

hoittics I.:in the Democratic machine in New York between 1854, the year that the

St. 'Limn:any established to become the center of political power, un-

til iiu inauguration of Viorello II. I.a Guardia is Alayor of New York in 19:33. First
cHic Peter Sweeney and Iiiehard "Slippery Dick" Connolly, the chief lieutenants of

I;oss Marcy Tweed, who v..as a Scotch-Irish Protestant. Alter the fall of

.l'Aced, "[tiniest John- Kelly tools: over tile reins of Tammany litill, hut the ablest

Tahmiriny chief was Charles :Murphy, an ex-horse-car driver, who dominated the

York Dcniocratic organization and New. York's C'ity Hall for over two decades--

1o2 to 1124. One of Alurphy's p(ilitical pupils and proteges was AI Smith, who in

Pir.; beC;O:le speaker of the Assembly of New York State, then governor ot' New York,

and the first Irish Catholic to become a candidate for the Presidency of the

[Mite(' States, As Smith grew to adulthood on New York's lower Fast Side, he saw

ill :tround him the great shifts ih1)opulation of the big city. The Irish were no longer
h. I.irgesT iraniii.4rant group. Waves of Italian and ,Iewish immigration changed the

ethnic balance, Smith would often repeat in his speeches that his beloved city had

ii:ore Irish than Dublin, more Jews than Warsaw (now one would say Tel Aviv), and

:Lore Italians Man Poole.
Therc -.as still :in Irish Mayor, William O'Dwyer in the 11)40's, but Irish dom-

ination of P iL city has ended. Nen!: \I'Iwk is now dominated by shifting coalitions. It

s the eoalition of Italians, Jews and white Protestants that elected Fiorello 11. I.a

(Hardia. in 11,":;:-; rid re-elected him for two more terms, and it was the coalition of
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Jews, blacks, Puerto Ricans zuid white Protestants that elected John I.indsay as
Mayor of New York.

Irish in Boston

The predominance of the Irish in Boston's city politics continues until today,
The line of Irish mayors continues almost unbroken from John "Honey Fitz" Ken-
nedy, to the present Mayor, Kevin White. The most important of the I3oston Irish
politicans was .1ames Michael Curley, who began his career in 19 13 when he was
elected Mayor of Boston by a large majority. Curley became the boss of the Boston
Democratic machine and was a power in the State of Massachusetts for many decades.
lie served as Mayor of Boston, Governor of Massachusetts and Congressman. Curley
made no hones about his determination to use the support of the Boston Irish to wrest
control of Boston and of the state of Massachusetts from the Anglo-Saxon Brahmins
whom he despised. In a letter to a member of the Harvard Board of Overseers,
Curley wrote (borrowing freely from Lord Disraeli, who said almost the same thing
about the Jews):

The Alassachusetts of the Puritans is as dead as Caesar, but there is no need to
mourn the fact. Their successors--the Irish--had letters and learning, culture
and civilization when the ancestors of the Puritans were savages running half-
naked through the forests of Britain. It took the Irish to make Massachusetts a
fit place to live in.

ThrouLzhout his long and colorful career, Curley drew overwhelming support from
working sections of the Boston Irish who concentrated in Charleston, East Boston,
South Boston, North and West Ends, and Roxbury. These people did not desert him
even when he went to fPderal prison for mail fra,uri ;n 1949. While in prison he got
thousands of letters from Irish workers and longshoremen, pledging their unwavering
support. After Curley died in 1958, his will showed that unlike Slippery Dick Connol-
ly, Plunkitt and Charles Alurphy, he had not used his great power to get rich. He left
a net estate of :43,798.00. Curley apparently wanted power, not money, and neither
honest or dishonest graft appealed to him.

The brief hut memorable career of Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin must
be hart or this cursory glance at the history of the Irish in American politics. The

-McCarthy-like" tactics of fighting what he believed to be a menace of communism in
the L. S Government and in the LI.S. Army, scared millions of Americans who saw

the specter of right-wing reaction sweeping the country. The devoutly Catholic and
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,..nti-communist Irish .1mericans gave Scnatory r\leCarthy, an Irish Catholic, a
strong mt. isure ot support. "McCarthyism was a major crisis, writes Williarn
Shannon, in the coining (0' age ()t. the Irish Catholic community in the United States."

(;:illw) Poll taken in January, IH51 , showed that 5W!;) of the Catholics had a 1;wor-
.Hic opinion ot enator :McCarthy, :is compared to 19"A) for the Protestants and lh'0
.or the Je'..\s.

In contrast to the rather cinharrassinit; :Mc(.'arthy episode, the election of John

Kennedy (ftte grandson of the Mayor of Boston, "Honey Fitz" Kennedy) was :in
tort: a II the sons, grandsons, and great grandsons of Ireland in America.

I : : ! IsHriahle ;),..ide in this Irish-American, who, as it was widely admitted,
had political charish. t, hut ilso social class. \Viiit a long way it was front

ild aud illiterate And unwelconie carly Irish immigrants to the charming
au i-e(iiic,ited John I Kennedy in the White [louse.

The Irish Daley Machine in Chicm,-,o--A Case Study

Irish ,ire still a strong influence in American politics, hut the nature of
their i)(c. :did the tinality (0' their influence has undergone many changes. Mayor

rd I Pale:. of (.iiicago is in a chronological sense a direct descendant of
.lionest John Kelly, Charles Murphy, and George Washington Plunkitt, hut the dif-
:erunces in this comparison far outnumber IIK similarities. First of all, Mayor
I)IIey is a man or known and tested honesty, who lives in a relatively modest hunga-

home in the ind lower-middle class section of Bridgeport, '...here he
Horn. Second, while he loves pov.er, he looks upon puhlic office not as oppor-

t,mit.. for personal qlvanceinent, but as a sacred trust to do all he can, as Mayor
Hr all he people of the city he loves. Finally, :Mayor Daley is much

educated, heing a lawyer itv Profession, than most of the other Irish political
the tast .

pot%er, knows ltow to use it ind does not hesitate to do so. Anyone

is ever :'ound himself opposing a protect or an idea which the Chicago Mayor

...rs firmly adopted, would never underestimate the amount of power or the skill
ien the M Ivor uses to get things done his way.

It .,.iuld ;n.Ake no sense to chtim that among the vast legions of officeholders in

the Lit% :I id in Cool,. County, which Daley runs aS the chairman of the Democratic
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Organi/ation in Cook County, there are no corrupt individuals. Any knowledgeable
law vet. on Ea Salle Street k UMW S III some gr;Ifters :old loafers ip the city government.
The Mayor too reluctantly accepts some degree of corruption and inefficiency, but

diantly strives to keep it to a minimum. 1.11 1960, when corruption and thievery
seandals rocked the (..'hicago Police Department, Daley removed the Irish Police
Commissioner, an old friend, and brought Orlando Wilson, a criminology expert
froir. Mai a free hand and full support to elean up and reorganize
the (. licago Police Department. It is generally recognized that Wilson made great
prt)L2,re5s in hoth directions.

May()t. Daley is surrounded by many officials of high caliber anti many experts
arioiii; asptlets ()I. city government. Directed by the Mayor, who is a consummate

atin:inistrator and .,;.ho does his homework diligently, these officials rebt.nit the Chi-
s:,:yline and boosted Chicago's convention business by excellent promotion and

by the building of the AlcCormick Exhibition Hall (it had to he built zi second time
en Me first building was destroyed by fire). Daley has excellent relations with

husiness and industrial community, but ha, successfully resisted any
serious encroaxhment hy real estate interests of Chicago's beautiful waterfront

is dotted with many parks. Daley is a great road builder and one of Olt. na-
tion's most kii3Owledgeahle men on the issues of big city transportation.

In a Lity where political infighting among the newspapers has long been a tradi-
tion, Richard Daley enjoys the support of most newspapers, including on many occa-
sions the staunchly conservative and Republican Chicago Tribune, When election
time conies and the Republicans field an unfortunate scapegoat to run against Daley,
the Tribune gives the Republican candidate a small measure of exposure and publicity.
In the 1c7 1 campaign, the Chicago Tribune, the C'hicago Sun-Times and both after-
noon papers endorsed Mayor Daley.

Long before Mayor Daley announced that he would seek re-election in 197 1, the

Republican -fat eats" in the city organized a -Non-Partisan Citizens for Daley Corn-
rs:ittee which included such business leaders as Gaylord Freeman, President of the

National Bank, Phillip K. Wrigley of the Wrigley Chewing Gum Company, Phil-
lip Klutznik, a town developer and former Ambassador to the United Nations and Irv-
nv lilock of Inland Steel. The Committee took out full-page advertisements in the

Chicago papers to hail Daley as a great Mayor and urge his re-election.
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.\Ii Ric:I.:1.d Haley stood beaming on 0 pldtforni surrounded hy his large fam-
.trid the families of John Alarciti, the Polish-American leader who was re-elected

tlid of Joseph Hertrand, the Cit:, Treasurer, be ii rst ck elected to
.1 I I os t lii the HI\ ;idibinistration, .I'he source of the Unexpectedly overwhelming

vik.nku",. oi Richard H'ile in the Mayoral election in April, 1071_ was in service, or-
2,ani..atbut sipd patronage. Alost Chicagoans are convinced that their city is well run

,tud is in kit, tile best managed city III the Ltlited States, Ltilike other big cities,

.icago is HiLinciall:, solvent and its police, fire :Ind siwitation services arc of ltigh
I>ue Daley's po,Aer. vision .old ability to have in the City Hall specialists

L.orh )etence. :Ind because of his smoothly functioning alliance with big business
MU thu 1;n )1 1.111HIIS, Chida:2M'S dMVIlt(r.n.11 has been saved from decay by intensive new

bu1 ldin4 aggressive and largely successful efforts to attract new industry and con-

Inhabitants f Cliiag. .tvid readers of Alike lloyko's clever and cutting col-
::: :is on the dd tcii:m':lor of some of Haley's Irish cronies and the steamroller tactics
1. -40(i 11.1C Alayor and his chief henchman, Alderman -I'llomas Neane, to beat down

helpless opposition in the City Council, hut as the election results have shown
Hr refuse to ,tiy lloy:,o's indictment of Haley as an autocratic, bigoted reactionary.

There 5 ii (boubt that the 50,000 city patronage jobs had a great deal to do with

1)tiley' victory, but they account for only a fraction of the 700,000 votes cast for the

.fte election triumph .)f Richard Daley can only be explained by the extraor-
whar...- sb II with he operates in the complex ethnic politics of Chicago. 'IThis

is :lot to rhininnite It c .mportance of the support that Daley received from Chicago's

busiin:ssmen, the financial IZ-4tablishment which is lecl by many prominent Republi-

cans, and froir, .the labor unions. Hut the architects of. Daley's victory were the fifty

Deihocratic Ward (ommitteemen and the 3,-112 I.)emocratic precinct captains who

)otitided the payeinents and rang the hells. The Alayor of Chicago would be the first

tI nowledge that he owes his triumph toard chiefs like Thomas Keane, George
Dinne, Vito Alart.hillo, -Matthew Bies7czat, Dan Rostenkowski and Alderman Claude

Holinan and Fred Hubbard.

Richard Vricdthan, Haley's opponent, tried to unseat Daley by a coalition of Re-

Independents, Negroes and Jews. Many Republicans and most blacks and

did not buy the fusion ticket and voted for Daley. The fusion was no match for
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the Democratic coalition of ellmic groups, business and 1:ibor.
Ethnicit.% is the key to the understanding of Daley's Chicago Democratic ma-

chine. Daley, an Irish Catholic, can count on the overwhelming support of the
Irish iu Chicago, hut lie could not Le elected Nlavor if the Poles, the Negroes and
the Italians did not vote for him in very large numbers. Were Daley to face a
large defection of either Poles or blacks at the polls, he could not be Mayor, The
support from the 400,000-strong Jewish community is also a factor in Richard Da-
ley's political fortunes.

The task of keeping the good will of the ethnic communities is or constant con-
cern to Daley and his lieutemnts. They make sure that the constituents in these
communities are helped with patronage and large and small favors by precinct cap-
tains and ward committeemen. The Mayor has a number of key people assigned to

and to represent the ethnic communities. The handsome and young Daniel
fli)stenkowski, a member of the flouse of Representatives and Ward Committee-

the 32nd W:u'd, informally leads the group of Polish office holders who keep
an eye on the Polish community. The Mayor is known to have a strong affection for
'Congressman Dan- as he often calls him. Dan Rostenkowski's father was an Alder-

man and a Polish leader, who in 1955, together with William Dawson, Jack Arvey,
Joseph Gill (now Clerk of the Municipal Court) and the labor bosses, William Lee
and McFetridge, engineered the dumping of the then Mayor, Martin H. Ken-
nelly and the slating of Richard 3, Daley.

Rostenkowski shares the Democratic leadership of Chicago's Polish community
th County Commissioner Matthew Bieszczat, Congressman Roman Pucinski and

John Marcin, the City Clerk. There are over six hundred thousand Poles in Chicago,
so thie task of liaison with this large community is very important to the Daley ma-
chine, especially since the Republicans have recently intensified their efforts to gain
the support of the Poles. Edmund Kucharski, chairman of the Republican Cook Coun-
t:: Committee and Benjamin ("Fighting Ben") Adamowski, a former States Attorney,
and Representative Edwin Derwinski, three able politicians, are making some in-
rolcis into the usually overwhelming Democratic Polish community, However, in
the 1970 election, the powerful Daley machine thwarted the effort of Kucharski and
Adamowski to He elected to key state offices.

Polish leaders often complain about the "crumbs" they get from Mayor Daley
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%%hen ii eiwies to the distrihution imporhnit city pits. There is not OM, Pole Who

!It:Ad:4 A city dep:IrtIlleili lIlt hc Pcde;-; ;irt, Illy only ethnic comniunity in the city

\\ inch itAs no rtti)resetihdive ti the Chic;igo Hoard of it:titicat ion. In early 1071, out

ti':t_t muinhers, there I', cit I Hacks, (Ale Pl.lertu in Call, Mle It Ii itt, tWo

And thrc.te

Yet, in the election for Mayor in 1071, hoth Polish newspapers in the city en-
iHrsed D.iley !or re-election. The editor-in-chief of Zgoda, a staunch Republican,
stressed in the k.'!IliorSPII1U111 ml itt liii I, naley's upholding of law and order during
the l!tt;t Democratic convention, while the Dziennik pointed to l)aley's record of

achiet;entent ,inh to his friendship for the Polish cominunity. Roth papers praised

\layor for ins rejection id' ail order by i Vederal District judge which directed
tix Lgo ilousing Authority to build low-cost public housing units (which would

o.A.tupied in(1sth, 1).k. blacks) in v.inte neighborhoods,

The election results showed that Poles voted overwhelmingly For Daley. The

!rd. '.`There -Matthew Illeszczat is Ward Committe'..mtan, gave Daley lb,270

\-,Jes t 5 ,00 I for Vriednrtn. The :1211d Ward, led by Congressman Rostenkowski,

%%en!. for Daley hy a margin of 15.02'i to

Fiat liaison %%ill; tile Jewish community is in the hands of the aging Colonel

1:Lot) Art.tey, the Democratic National Committeeman frem Illinois, Cook County

.*A2riff 1 icnard i).\: Marshall korshak, the former City Treasurer, and
harles chairman of the Chicago !lousing Authority, who is a great favorite

of the Mayor. Philip Klutznik, a leader in Jewish communal and philanthropic or-
,ani7ations is one or the Mayor's staunch supporters.

:\hirshal1 1.:)rshak cmild not run again for his office, the Mayor tapped a

Jet.t.ish lawyer, Richard Elrod. the son or a veteran Democratic politician, to

run for `;heriff and to represent the Jews in We Cook County Democratic Organiza-
tion, rhe editor of the Chicago Sun-Timeslohn Dreiske, explained Daley's

u in these frank terms:

-Elrod is Jewish, and that is the hasis of Daley's desire to have him on the tick-
et. Marshall Korshak, also Jewish, is the incumbent city treasurer, but is pre-
...ented h,,. law from succeeding himself. The position of the city treasurer has
heen held mainly by Jews down through the years anci has become the political
property of that -ethnic group.

.!;:vod, running against a more experienced lat.... iffieer, w;-;:.: the ocrive of Sheriff of

Cook County.
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The Mayor also has the baiking (in return for his powerful support at election
time) of two very able Jewish members of Congress from Chicago, Sidney Yates
and Abner Mikva. Representative Mikva is occasionally too "radical" for the May-
or, but he takes care not to stray too far from th2 Cook County Democratic fold.
Mainly thr()ugh the efforts of Arvey, Elrod, KGrsbak, Klutznick and Yates, the
Jew ish support of Daley has been substantial. The Jews generally prefer the Dem-
ocrats to Republicans and most believe that Daley is a great Mayor and a liberal
on domestic issues. Daley has been careful to select a fair number of Jews for
)udgeships .ind other city and county offices. lie is also :I staunch supporter of
Israel. In general, huweverlewish political influence in Chicago has substantial-

..,,eakeried in recent .'ears. In selecting his running mates for the election of 1971.
Daley sought an unprecedented fifth term, he did not designate a Jew as

one of his running mates. His t..vo running mates were a Pole for City Clerk and
a Nez,ro for City Treasurer. The designation of Joseph Bertrand for City Treas-
urer also represented Daley's.realistic response to the substantial growth of the
black population in the city.

In the 1971 Mayoral election, the Republicans fielded a Jew, Richard Fried-
:is their ;:andidate against Daley. It was expected that Friedman, an able

and liberal political independent, would get sizeable support from .1ewish voters.
fa:t.. Friedman's support among the Jews, while respectable, was disappointing

to his backers. Jews in Chicago vote increasingly as independents because they
du ri(u need any special favors from the Daley machine. They are affluent enough
not to need jobs from the city, special welfare help, or recreational facilities. On
the local and state level, all they want is an efficient and honest government. Ba-
sically, the same situation prevails in cities like New York, Boston and Los Angel-
es, do not have strong political machines.

liut the Mayoral election provided added proof that Jews cannot any longer be
counted is constant partners in the Democratic coalition, at least not in local elec-
t:ons. In the -;.1th and 50th wards, where the majority of people are .Jews, the votes
..%ent for the Mayor 1) much smaller margins than the Polish. Irish or Italian wards.

.)0th the Mayor won Ir.- 6,000 votes and in the 49th by less than 4,000. Mayor
Daley lost two wards out of fifty, and in both wards, one in Hyde Park/University
on' Chicago area and the other on the Near North side, Jews cast their votes in

4 1
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large numbers for Friedman. Significantly, the two wards are represented in the
City C'Ouncit by Jewish Mdepundent Aldermen, I..eon Despres and William Singer,

v,ho 4:Lye 1i:chard Friedman their endorsement.

An influential alderman, Vito 1\larzullo and C'ongressman Frank Annunzio, are
Diitey's men in the Italian cJnimuaity. Aided by their close ties to the Polish corn
io,mltV and because or thcir independence, Marzullo and Annunzio are powerful fac-

tors in city politics. Vito Marzullo is one of the most colorful and most powerful
:he: )ers of Daley's political organization, Marzulio, who is now in his seventies,
.05011 iii lv and came to America as a young boy. He prefers to shun pub-
licity i,ut is one Of the ost powerful city po'ilicians. Ilis office in the Civic Center
is the largest ;ILAt to tile Mayor's and to Toin ine's, Daley's floor leader in the
City Coune Mar-zullo is undisputed hot-;s of the 25th Ward where he ran unopposed
or re-election in Febri,lary, P71. This is surprising because the ward has ma-
mit. ()1. ides and only 5 ,0 of the residents are Italian. There is a large population

o! hlac's and Puerto :Ricans.
Ito H.1.-/Vt110 is not only a leader tA' the Chicago Italians, but he is also an im-

portant factor in tile Polish community. A number of Polish-American jo 't,t,es, state
leHslat( n.s and C,>ok County (O'fice holders we their jobs to Marzullo who was their
sponsor. In the 1i71 election for Mayor, Marzullo was one of Daley's key aides.

late on election night, he brought tile Mayor his tally sheet, as do all ward
committeemen, 1\larzullo had good reason to he satisfied. The 25th Ward cast 14,699
yotes for Daley and 2,177 for Friedman.

The Mayor is Chairman of the Cook County Slatemaking Committee and to watch

at this intrftnte and delicate task of selecting people for various offices is a joy
to Hehold by anyone fascinated ganie of politics. It is also an excellent demon-
stration of Daley's political acumen, wisdom and shrewdness. The principles on

ft:1 ey operates the entire process of slate-making are simple. He wants men
n1)ility who lend strength to tile ticket and who could he elected, but he also

?.,nts an ethnically Ialanced ticket which would appeal to all ethnic groups. There
-= to be on state. county or .iudicial tickets an equitable ratio of Irish, Polish,

Je..i.ish, and Negro candidates.

Fhe Mayor is, of course, most comfortable, and usually works best

Irish-Arhericans, especially with those who came from a milieu similar to his own.

4 2
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A surprisingly large number of Daley's associates grew up in the small Irish-Polish-
ItalLui neighborhood of Bridgeport where the Mayor was born. Irishmen occupy the
most important posts in the city and in Cook County. There is George Dunne (ru-
mored to he the heir apparent) as President of the Cook County Board, and an old
tr lend, P..1, (-Parky") Cullerton, is the County Assessor. Daniel Shannon is Chair-
man of the Chicago Parks Commission.1olin Egan heads the Sanitary District, and
T:a,mas Keane IS the layor's floor leader in the C'ity Council. In addition, Edward
Barrett is County Clerk, .John Carey is President of the 13oard of Education, and
Maat Danaher is the powerful Clerk of rho Circuit Court .

A t he Dehbcratie Convention of 1.1;1, television cameras repeatedly showed
:\layor Daley sitting surrounded by his chief aides. The Irishmen were nearest to

hut Han Rostenkowski was not far behind. In 1962, with only twelve per cent
>ophiation of Irish descent, 12 of the 50 Aldermen and 21 of the 50 ward corn-

mitteetnen were Irish.

Irish politicians in Chicago possess, on the w'iole, characteristics attributed to
that breed bf men. They are handsome, gregarious and good speakers, who like peo-
ple and like to be in return. A political scientist, Professor Edward NI. Levine,

make a special study of Chicago Irish politicans, may be wholly or partly right
%%lien be concluded that they "have an obviously genuine and highly personal interest
in people, though not a marked concern for the Welfare of the people en masse.

eir interest is in the specifi,c individual, particularly people who live in their
neighborhood, precinct or ward, and to those who come to them for assistance."

:11:Any obser,.ers have noted the uncanny ability' of :Mayor Daley to do what the
people of Chicago want to have done. There is really no need to wonder how the
:\,la.vor does it hecause he truly represents so many of the people of Chicago. There
is iittle doubt that the Mayor, with his obvious i;:iellectual ability, could easily have
learnei: t inudrove the syntax and the grammar in his speeches, but were he to do
so, be '.ould lose his easy communication with the millions of Chicagoans who have
no difficulty in understanding Daley, hut whom Adlai Stevenson, Sr., used to leave
:..-...ildered and bored his diction, high sounding phrases and sophisticated humor.

Party b..)yalt..y has very high priority in Richard Dalev':-5 political catechism. The
idea t_hit he could ur would holt tne Democratic party because a platform which he

ubhb:.:ious was adopted at a convention, or be c au se the party' has chosen a
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candidate not of ins choice or preforence, would be abhorrent to him. Such a. move

uld violate ins fierce belief that party regularity is the mainstay of the two-party
syslein, which in turn he Considers indispensable to the working and survival of the
American political system. However, party loyalty is not enough. Ward Commit-

teemuri intist deliver the votes at election time when voting tally sheets are person-
ally scrutinized iv the Mayor. Those who fail to deliver the votes are shown little

l!chard J. Daley strongly prefers a Democrat in the White House, but being
deeply patriotic he also respects a Republican in the White I-louse. He intensely

dislikes to second-guess a President of the Urnted States, whether it is Lyndon

Johnson, Dwight D. Eisenhower. or Richard M. Nixon, on issues of foreign policy.

The Mayor of Chicago gave strong support to Johnson's Vietnam policy, but if li.ob-

ert Kennedy would have been elected to succeed johnson, as Daley prayerfully hoped

for. he w.ould irave supported a pull-out from Vietnam without hesitation. On foreign

policy issues. as a rule Daley operates with the motto, The President knows best."
Daley and his Democratic machine have a strong base among Chicago Negroes.

For years his black supporters were led ably, sometimes even ruthlessly, by the
late Congressman, William Dawson. At present, the leaders of the pro-Daley
forces in the black community are Congressman Ralph Metcalfe and Aldermen Fred

IfuiThard, Claude Holman and George F. Collins. Holman, the President Pro-Temp-
ore of the City Council is an articulate, uncompromising Daley supporter, who does

not hesitate to denounce publicly and vehemently the Blacl: Panthers, the black youth

gang leaders and the Negro mil.tant leaders in the city. Congressman Ralph Metcalf,

handsome and soft-spoken, recently succeeded Representative William Dawson, long-

time boss of the Chicago Negroes, who represented Chicago's black South Side Ghetto

in Congress for close to three decades. When Daley designated Metcalfe to run for

Da..%son's seat, the militant Negro groups ran a candidate of their own in the 1st Con-

,,ressional District. Ralph Metcalf swamped his opponent, proving once again, that

:ontrary to w:idely held assumptions, the overwhelming majority of Chicago blacks

,.tre moderate and see some important benefits in supporting the Mayor and his city
11,.-iirt1::,nt. Daley and his black lieutenants got this support primarily because

z offer thousands of Negroes city jobs and economic help through the adminis-

tration of large anti)Overty funds. 4 4
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In the 1070 Congressional election, Mayor Daley won an even more impressive
victory when he succeeded in having Alderman George Collins elected to the U.S.
!louse of Representatives to become the second black Congressman from Illinois.
Tne th Congressional district embraces the suburbs of C'icero and Berwyn, long

C:ech and Polish strongholds, hut it also includes the 24th Ward on Chicago's West
Hde %%inch constitutes one of two huge Chicago Negro ghettos. In addition to being

Alderman, Collins also imppens to he the 24th Ward's Democratic committeeman.
In the 1070 election, Alderman Collins prevailed over.his opponent, Alex Zah-

d. hy piling up a luge vote among the 20,000 registered voters of the 24th Ward.cs
The margin was sufficient to overcome the large Zahroski majorities in Cicero and

In the hist days before tile election, /.abroski's campaign headquarters
culAled a handbill which said: -If: you don't vote for Zahroski on November 3rd.

up on N()%-einher 4th witli a black Congressman." This racial appeal
pr,..ed unsuccessful and jo...ns was elected.

L ..%as clear to the Mayor and his aides that in order to win, and win big as they
acre determined in the 1071 election, it was imperative to assure overwhelming
support for the Democratic ticket in the black community. The Mayor helped his
cause y selecting a young Negro hanker and a former Notre Dame basketball star,
joseph Bertrand, as his running mate and candidate for City Treasurer. The slating
of Bertrand helped, but a major threat developed because of the worsening relations
netv.een Mayor Daley and Reverend .lesse ..lackson. the popular head of the Bread-
hasket Operation. Jackson wanted to he an independent candidate for Mayor, but
failed to get the required number of signatures on his petitions. The black leader
made no secret of his conviction that the Mayor has ignored the black demands for
better housii,Ig, better schools, and more jobs .

in the February, 1071, Aldermanic elections, the black militants concentrated
their efforts on defeating the black Aldermen who were Daley's faithful allies and
supporters. A former aide of Reverend .lackson ran against Alderman Holman, the

or's greatest admirer. All these efforts proved to no avail. Holman swamped
pis opponent and the other Democratic organization Aldermen scored impressive
vic:tories.

r naffected by Daley's victory in the black community, Reverend Jackson en-
dorsed Richard Friedman for Mayor. The endorsement had, at best, a limited el.-
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feet. Chicago's Negroes gave Richard Daley an overwhelming vote of confidence.

The a11-black 2401 Ward voted for Daley by an astonishing margin of 15,706 to 1,909.

Ilohnan's tally for his 4th Ward showed 14,709 to 4,461. The Vory %sus virtually

..he same in other black wards in the city. The election results would seem to indi-

cate that the usual explanation given by the anti-Daley black leaders, that Negroes
.ote for the Mayor because of jobs and patronage is unsatisfactory. The margin of

Daley's plurality in the black wards was just too large for such a simplistic analy-
Fi:-; ()1 hiS support.

In view of the role played by ethnicity and ethnic groups in Chicago politics, it

is rather curious that those who have )Vritten recently on Mayor Daley have ignored
this phenomenon, l ike Royko in his book has managed an astonishing feat. He does

not address himself to Nlayor Daley's ethnic policies and to the decisive support he
gets from Chicago's ethnic enclaves in crucial elections. No wonder that the reader

lays LiV.ay the book fascinated by the anecdotes, pleased or repelled by the venom

and the sarcasm, but in the dark as ever as to the real secret of Daley's amazing
51ACCctis.

Irish Priests in Politics

Some Irish priests have apparently concluded that a better way to bring about

changes in U.S. foreign and domestic policies would be through their entrance into
active politics, Several of them became candidates for public office in the 1970 Con-
gressional elections. One of them, Father Robert Drinan, a Roman Catholic priest

in Boston, Massachusetts, was spectacularly successful in defeating in the 1970 pri-
mary Philip Philbin, an Irish Catholic who had won re-election to
Congress in every election since 1942. Father Drinan mounted a vigorous anti-_

Vietnam campai4Yn against Philbin, a supporter of the war, a ranking member of

the Ilouse Armed Services Committee, and a special friend of the late Rep. Mendel

Rivers or South Carolina, the chairman of that powerful and hawkish committee.

Father Drinan was helped by the fact th Philbin, in the words of the Wall Street

murnal,-was not exactly oriented to the great issues of the day." In fact, the Jour-
nal called Philbin"'a party hack who dozed through most floor debates."

After Father Drinan's primary victory, Congressman Philoin, a life-long Dem-
ocrat, not only refused to support the party's nominee, but announced that he would
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wage in independent campaign as Li write-in candidate. Many Of Philbin's campaign
orkers have defected and actively worked t'or the election of the Republican candi-

date, State Rep. ,lohn Glennon. In spite of the opposition, Father Drinan won the
election to Congress. Father Robert Drinan became the second Catholic priest in
the Ihiuse. 'File fact that he is an anti-war liberal adds the significance of that
precedence. On the other hand, Mrs. I.ouise Ilicks of Boston who gained fame as

bitter opponent of bussing school children to attain school integration, and who
llolds generally Ilawkish ;Ind conservative views, was elected to Congress to succeed
the long-time Speaker of the IhAtse, John McCormick.

What of the Future?

The Irish in America are an ethnic group sui generis. They came here down-
trodden ;Ind despised to become one of the most admired affluent groups in America.
Political leaders, whether Catholic or not, assiduously consult their genealogical
charts o find some traces of Irish blood in their veins. While the word "politiean"

.H,Isically a negative one, involving the image of a corpulent, cigar-smoking para-
site (if not crook) the term "Irish politican" evokes the image of a smooth, smiling,
ftiendly (if hard drinking) successful political leader.

On March 17, 1971, President Nixon, a Quaker, sent to the Irish Americans a
rueting which undoubtedly was fully acceptable to all Americans. "St. Patrick's

D..ty is a great day for the Irish, to he sure, but it is also a great day for all Ameri-
cans. Ile said that all Americans value the qualities of humor, pride and courage
associated tile Irish people. -Americans of Irish descent," he continued, "have
given a great deal to this country, in fields ranging from governmental politics to
business and commerce, from science and technology, to art and music and litera-
ture. The American spirit reflects contributions from every nation. But the charm
of the Irish culture has permeated life in tins country in a manner which has been
especially profound.

Concluding his message, the President. as he has clone on other occasions,
alluded ,xith pride that some of his ancestors came from Ireland and that his wife's
name v is Pat l'ah who was born on St. Patrick's Day.

What accounts for this unprecedented success of the Irish? The abilities of
their poets, playwrights and businessmen, their extraordinary affinity for Ameri-
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can :w1ities and the capacity for hard work of the masses of the Irish immigrants.
Hat th.it is only part or the answer. The Irish had a very important advantage over
the Jev.s, the It;ilians and the Poles and man:. other immigrant groups. They spoke
Lnglish and they %%ere hy and large at home in a country with Anglo-Saxon mores
.Itid traditions.

But atmtlier VelV important factor was their willingness to assimilate into the
dominant society. At hest the Irish are a quasi-Irish ethnic group. While millions

Americans of Irish descent march in St. Patrick's Day parades, this, for the
.au iv. lie lillink majority of them, is the only day of the year that they identify them-
selves as Irishmen. Vor the rest of the year they are "JUSt Americans."

4 8
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cilApTER

THE ITALIANS AND TIIELR DILEMMAS

In the period of the Revolution, there were only a few Italians in America. An

Italian, scholar and agriculturalist, Philip 1\lazzei, a friend of Benjamin Franklin
,,,..horn he met in London, came to Virginia in 1773 and there, with the help of Thom-
as Jefferson, acquired an experimental farm. During his stay in America, Mazzei
,.vrote many pamphlets calling on the colonists to cut their ties with England and
form an independent Union of the colonies. Some of these pamphlets were trans-
lated from Italian into English by Thomas Jefferson. In his book, A Nation of Immi-
gra.s, John F. Kennedy wrote that "The great doctrine, All Men are Created Equal,"
incorporated in the Declaration by Thomas Jefferson, was paraphrased from the
writings of Philip Mazzei. In 1784, Mazzei returned to Europe, but he wrote to
James Madison: "I am leaving, but my heart remains. America is my Jupiter,
Virginia my Venus."

. Italian immigration to the United States between 1800 and 1880 was very small.
It averaged about 2,000 per year. Americans were deeply involved in the struggle
for the unification and freedom of Italy. Even in the midst of the Civil War, Ameri-
cans sympathized with the struggle of Italians for liberation under the leadership of
Giuseppe Garibaldi. Garibaldi and his red-shirted volunteers had the full support
of the American people as they fought the Bourbons, the French, and the Hapsburgs
for a free Italy. When Garibaldi escaped to London, and from there to America, the

York Herald Tribune wrote on July 30. 1850,

"The ship Waterloo arrived here from Liverpool this morning bringing the
v.orld-renowned Garibaldi, the hero of Montevideo and the defender of Rome.
fie will be welcomed hy those who know him as becomes his chivalrous char-
acter and his services in behalf of Liberty."

Garibaldi stayed in the United States for about a year, honored by the people and the
government and then returned to Italy.

The great immigration from Italy began after 1880, a year in which 12,000 Ital-
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ans cime to American shores. In a short period of time this immigration became
flood. Soon fifteen thousand Italians per day were arriving at the immigration

station on Ellis Island at the port of New York. Between 1880 and 1905, four and a
Hi 1! ;Ji Ilion Italians came to America. The reasons for this mass immigration

lverpopulation, the critical economic depression in Italy, semi-feudal oppres-
sive conditions in villages, especially in Southern Italy, and the lure of opportunities
for work and advancement in America. Italian immigrants were primarily peasants
!loin Sicily, Abruzzi, Calabria and Campania, who, in spite of the poverty and ex-
ploitation, loved their villages. Many of them had no desire to settle in America
permanently. In that aspect, Italian immigration differed sharply from the mass
Jev..i.sh immigration of the same period. Many Italian immigrants worked hard in

the land of Columbus, saved as much money as they could and then returned to Italy.

Between 19 Oi and 1916, large numbers of Italians left the United States, but after

1920, the returnees were but a trickle, The publicity about the return of Italians
to their homeland was greeted with anger by the American press and public opinion.

To desert America, with the money earned here and to return to the "old country"
was considered the height of folly, if not an act of treason by most Americans. Ital-
ians looked upon as birds of passage who had no appreciation for the blessings
4.)f this country. The return of so many Italians to their homeland, fanned the fires
of hatred of the nativists and the xenophobes.

This hostility only increased the isolation felt by the Italian immigrants. They

Nure mostly men, illiterate laborers, wlio could only do unskilled labor. They

..vorked hard and were paid little building railroads and toiling on construction Jobs.

Thousands of Italians, however', were masons, bricklayers and stonecutters, and
they soon found better-paying .jobs. For all of them, living in closely-knit Italian
neighborhoods was essential to their comfort, peace of mind, or even survival. In

New York, they lived on Mulberry Street, in a "Little Italy," in St. Louis they settled
on -Drigc.) I fill,- and in other cities their settlements were known as "Woptowns" and

lacaroni

The r ipidity of the economic advancement of those ridiculed "Dagos" and the

-leftovers of Southern Italy, as many editorials referred to them, was remarkable.
In New York, Italians moved from pick and shovel .jobs on the subways to the skilled

Jobs in the garment industry and many started their own construction firms. Other
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thousands roined the building trades, and still others became longshoremen in the
busy New York harbor. Soon there were many Italians among the top ranks of union
leadershio. In time, Italians had a virtual monopoly in the fish, fruit and vegetable
business in New. York.

This advancement w as achieved gradually and at a heavy price. The immigrants
lived in crowded homes and apartments where unsanitary conditions were the rule
and not the exception. The New York sanitation workers and street cleaners seldom
bothered with these areas which were always teeming with people, especially in thc
summer Wheit women and children sat on steps and fire escapes. Church holidays
ml saims days were observed by colorful street processions. These processions
nen :ere led by a priest and costumed men carrying holy images, were often de-

mnineed by the press as medieval suderstitions and were looked at askance by the
Irish bishops.

On Sunda% a fterm)ons, after church, the teeming and noisy streets in lAttle
Italys were quiet, almost deserted. Nlario Puzo, in his brilliant novel The Fortu-
nate Pilgrim, centering on the life of new immigrant families in New York, describes
the New York Italian street on Sunday afternoon:

-Tenth Avenue opens all the way to the river at Twelfth, with no interveninl,
wall to give shade, was lighter than the other avenues of the city and hotter
during the day. Now it was deserted. The enormous midday Sunday feast
would last to four ()'clock, what with the nuts and wine and telling of family
le2;ends. Some people were visiting more fortunate relatives who had
achieved success and moved to their own homes on Long Island or in New
Jersey. Others used the day for attending funerals, weddings, christenings,
ormost important of allbringing cheer and food to sick relatives in Belle-
vue."

The life of the immigrants centered around the family and the church. While the
men remained cynical and disdainful of the clergy as only devout Italians can he,
for the women and children the church was the center of their lives. The church
was in:portant, but it was the family which was the source of comfort and security

to immigrants suffering from the pang:, of a severe culture shock.

Added to the burden of hard labor was the exploitation of the "padrone" or the
labor-boss. The padrone, a man who usually knew a little English, in addition to

Italian, arranged for the .jobs, recruited the workers and got a fee from every hand
he hired. -rhe working conditions were harsh, the hours long, and the padrones
showed little mercy or compassion. Complaints voiced to the padrone often brought

5 1
-43-



www.manaraa.com

immediate dismissal. The newcomers could not complain to the American boss
because They knew no English and i any case he preferred to deal with the Italian
worl-:ers through the labor boss.

Italians in the West

In search of jobs and opportunities, Italian immigrants spread across the en-
tire country. They developed vineyards and berry farms in New Jersey, apple and

peach orchards in Arkansas, and started flourishing fruit and vegetable farms in
California. In California, Italians found a land similar to their "Old Country" in
top(rabby, climate and agriculture. The coastal area of California looked very
much like Tuscany and Campania, and San Diego and San Francisco reminded the

talian immigrants of Palermo and the Bay of Naples. Andrew F. Rolle, in his ex-
cellent study of Italian immigrants in the West, quotes this description of early
Italian immigration in California by Federico Biesta, an Italian consular official:

Inc Italian population is one of the best, most active and hard working in
California. Strong, industrious, and accustomed to suffering and toil, our
nationals tend to their own affairs without taking part in those regrettable
diorders that the heterogeneous people of the state give vent to from time
to time. Generally, whether in San Francisco or in the interior, the Italians
thrive and prosper in their businesses and there is probably not a village in
all California in which Italian business is not well represented, just as there
is not a mining district where companies of Italian miners are not noted for
their good conduct, their fraternal harmony, and for the energy they bring
to their work."

One of the early settlers in San Francisco was Domenico Ghirandelli, who

founded a chocolate factory which brought him great wealth. "Ghirandelli Square"
on San Francisco's waterfront, is today a magnificent arcade of shops and restau-
rants. There were in succession, Rolle reports, seventeen Italian newspapers in
San Francisco to serve the large population. Italian newspapers are still published
in San Francisco and in Los Angeles. Italian fishermen and dealers in fish were
(and still are) dominant on San Francisco's Fisherman's Wharf, and the best res-
taurants were owned by Italians. The most outstanding success story of an Italian
immigrant concerns the rise of Amadeo Pietro (known as A. P.) Giannini, a mer-
chAnt and real estate broker, who founded the Bank of Italy in the North Beach sec-
tion which -xas then San Francisco's Italian Colony. By keeping his bank open after

the disastrous earthquake in 1906, and by honoring its commitments to the depositors,
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GiLinnini gained a reputation for honesty and integrity which in time made the Bank
Of Italy, which now has branches all over California. one of the greatest banking
firms in America,

As time Weill on, Italians became a potent force in California's politics. An-
gelo Rossi was Mayor ()f San I.-vanciseo from 193 1 to 1944 and Anthony Caminetti
,..vas the :irst Italian to serve in the House of Representatives. In 1913, President
Woodrow Wilson appointed Caminetti to the post of Federal Immigration Commis-
sioner In his post, Caminetti, himself a son of immigrants, supported harsh, re-
pressive and restrictive immigration laws and measures, undoubtedly to please
Wilson, who had a deep-seated distaste for immigrants from Southern Italy.

In Volume V of his History of the American People, Woodrow Wilson wrote that
the immigrants from Italy's South had "neither skill nor energy nor any initiative of
quick intelligence," fie added that "The Chinese were more to be desired as work-
men, if not as citizens, than most of the coarse crew that came crowding in every
year at the eastern ports," Italians throughout the country did not support Wilson
in the 1912 and in the 1916 elections. Caminetti, however, worked with Wilson
and his Attorney General, A. Mitchel Palmer, in the execution of the deportation
measures during the "Red Scare" persecution of left-wing immigrants in 1918.
Caminetti left office in 1920 at the end of Wilson's presidency. ''Here was an Ital-
ian,- Professor Rolle summarizes, "who, though he never renounced his immigrant
background, used it in a manner totally at variance with the spirit of non-restrictive
immigration that had allowed his very parents to come to America."

In 1967, another Italian, Joseph L. Alioto, became the, Mayor of San Francisco.
Alioto, a successful lawyer, is a son of an Italian fisherman who established the
*MMUS Alioto Restaurant on Fisherman's Wharf.

Evidence seems to suggest that Italian immigrants in the West and especially
in California, assimilated more quickly than their counterparts in the East. They
were relatively few in number and there was a stronger tradition in the West which
fro%vned on ethnic ties and loyalties. Furthermore, the Italians were relative late-
comers to the West and especially to California. "As latecomers," Rolle writes,
-Italians had to how to customs already imposed upon society by others. They felt
hound to adopt existing systems until they had achieved enough success to follow
their own way of life. In doing so, however, they frequently abandoned the old way
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i if e ;'orever.... The need to catch up encouraged Americanization," The grow-

ing prosperity of the Italian communities in the vegetable, fish and wine industry,

speeded the process of acculturation. Unlike the Italians in the East, the immi-

grant in the West generally escaped the slums, the contempt and the prejudice and

this profoundly influenced their attitude to America. They loved the "new world"

and %%ere proud to be a part of it.

The experiences of many thousands of Italians from the West Coast who served

in Europe, and especially in Italy, during World War II, revived the interest in Italy

intro Italian culture. The second generation of Italians in San Francisco (this is

JIsc, partly true in tite rest of the county.%) ::as shown in the post-war period a de-

sire to re-discover the Italian roots, to visit Italy and to learn more of the Italian
culture.

Italians in Chicago

A recent study of Italian immigrants in Chicago provides an interesting contrast

to the story of Italians on the West Coast. Italian immigrants who came to Chicago

in large numbers front Southern Italy, between the years 1880 and 1910, lived in

ero,.,,ded and unsanitary communities which were called slums by both Italian lan-

guage and American newspapers. The Chicago Herald of July 17, 1887, complained

of* the "nasty and cheap living" of the Italian immigrants and added that this was a

habit brought by the newcomers front Southern Italy. A survey by the Commissfon-

er of Labor in I 8i12 -P3 of the area bordered by Halsted, Polk and 12th Street, w!tich

had d very high concentration of Italians, found that the tenement house3 were wretch-

ed and dilapidated, that crime was high and that family life was disintegrating.
The adjustment of these Italian peasants front Sicily or Calabria to the bustling,

ro'...dy industrial Chicago was hard and it took its toll. Lawrence Frank Pisani, in

his study, The Italian in America, makes an important point that the problems of ad-
justment of Italian immigrants front Southern Italy did not stern front the incompati-

bi tit.: of the Italian civilization with that of America's. The peasant front Southern

Italy faced (and still does today) similar problems of adjustment when he moved to

Thian in Nhrthern Italy. Working in "complex industrial factories, with hundreds

of employees and owners who did not know his name, housed in buildings with smoky

black walls, made the immigrant pine for the simple life he had left behind. America
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he decided (until he ;,'.new better) was h:u.d and mechanical, a place in which to
WOrk and earn money, hut no place to live.- Some could not or would not adjust
and returned to Italy, hut others were determined to work hard and save money,
to get better Jobs and to provide educat:onal opportunities for their children. To
..dse the transition they joined one of the many benefit insurance or social Italian
organi.'ations. Among these, the post popular were the Italian-American CiViC

iile Italian-Ailericail Alliance and the Order of the Sons of Italy.
To compensate for the strangeness of the ing city, like Chicago, the Italians

1ring, :enaciouslv to their slum connaunities, even when they became economically
aHlt: a ove to hetter sections of the city. lii Chicago, as elsewhere, most mmii-

inder ii labOr boss, a padrone who Was the intermediary 'between
and the businessihen. Evidence Indicates T hat the padrones in Chicago, who
is labor agents, were on the ,..hole helpful to the immigrants in getting jobs.

in ex1laining working procedures, in finding housing zind in mediating disputes.
Some were dishonest exploiters who ;)reved on the immigrants. especially in the
b.idrone camps Wilere lurge numbers of workers lived for periods from several

uitns years.
As in New York and San Francisco, Italians in Chicago advanced economically

v.ith great rapidity. Csing their savings, many became property owners, others
moved gradually into better city and state lobs and still others became policemen
and firemen, As the number of Italians in the Great Chicago clothing firms of Hart,
Schaffner and M. rx and I.. B. Kuppenheimer and others grew. Italians rose to posi-
tions of leadership in the garment unions. After a long and bitter strike in 1010,

tue flart, Schaffner and Marx factory, tile Amalgamated Clothing Workers 'Union
is organized with Sidney Hillman as President and A.ID. Marimpietri as Vice-

President. Some Years later. Luigi Antonini, an officer in the International Gar-
ment Workers Union, became one of the most important labor leaders in the coun-

ind an influential :mlitical figure in New York.

ThC:: became b ore affluent, Italians began to play a rote in turbulent Chicago
litics, time nArn of the ,.AIntl.11.7.", Italian areas of the city were under the political

dob-,ination 1. boss John Powers, who boasted that he could buy Italian votes for a
glass nt neer. Italian leaders, aided by the Italian language newspaper, L'Italiano,
allied Addams nf the Hull flouse in repeated attempts to oust Powers as
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Aiderm.in of the Nineteenth Ward which had a large Italian population. All of these

attempts failed and Powers remajned the boss of the ward until the 1920'5, in spite
of the efforts to dislodge him and replace him by an Italian alderman.

Tile Italians in Chicago, like their brethren in New York and California, op-

posed Woodrow Wilson both for ins views on Italian immigrants and because of his

alleged slights against the Italian delegates at the Peace Conference, and primarily
for his readiness to hand over Trieste to Yugoslavia. Later with Franklin Delano
Rnoseyelt in the White [louse, the Italians became a part o: tue pnwerful New Deal
denli)cratic coalition, During the thirties, the Chicago I! lians finally succeeded in

sending an Italian, Roland Libonati, to Congress as a Democratic representative.
There are, of course, criminal elements in

. all population groups. The most
dispassionate tre itment on the subject of participation of Italians in organized
crime is found in llubert Nellits Italians in Chicago. Professor Nel li points out
that around 1 10 a num ncr of non-Italian crime gangs operated in Chicago. When

the Italians moved into the crime business which flourished in the corrupt condi-

tions of Chicago politics, the Italian "syndicate was not staffed solely by Sicilians
or even entirely by Italians."

The leaders of the Cinca,n crime syndicate were in succession: James Co los-
n:10, who ,.(as horn in Calabria, hut came to Chicago as a boy, John Torrio, born

in Naples, but who grew up in Brooklyn, :Ind Al Capone, who was born in Brooklyn
hut ,....hose parents were horn in Naples. The ethnic cohesion and group loyalty, Nelli

v..ere a tr:nre significant factor in the struggle of the Italian criminals to
i,ominate (..hicago's organized crime than their Sicilian origin. Colossimo, with the

Jollhny Torrio, moved, ,with the advent of Prohibition and the Volstead Act,
frop. anidin, saloons and prostitution, tn 'he manufacture and distribution of ille-

irsin<, terror and almost ,wholesale bribery of politicans and law enforce-

:Lent officials, Colossimo, Torrio and later Capone, became not only powerful lead-
ers in crime acnvities, hut also exeried great political influence in all levels of
Ll.,cau; itics. 1 trIer he leadership nf Torrio and his successor, C7apone,"

l':ofessor "Italians exerted a powerful economic and political influence

Cricag. , and made a spectacular and notorious entrance into the mainstream of

ccuisciousness during the twenties. Their glittering successes and ex-
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triyagant excesses, and the extensive publicity accorded their actions by the press,
diverted public attentior: from the widespread but less sensational accomplishments
of Chicago's law-ahiding Italians." The growing influence of gangsters in Chicago

as manifested at the funer:d of ,lames Colossinio on Nlay 15, 1920. The funeral
attended Dv scocs (it' fudges, aldermen. a Congressman and a number of state

t'tipt'LScntiitiVeS.

The -'ci",A helming nlaforite of Ltw -abiding Italians did all they could to disasso-

,tlate inemseives from the Italian gano.sters, hut these efforts were hampered by the
tuat of Americans seemed to he enamored of Al Capone's escapades

.idibired hiss ily 01. doing "business.- To many poor Italians who benefited
vi C:ioone's p;ttl'oniige, toPS in. gifts of coal and clothing, he appeared as the re-

:hc , modern Robin llood, It was only natural for the downtrodden Italian
the people called cagos or -wops- by the dominant society (and by

other imrimigrants). to feel a theasure of pride in the swaggering -feudal baron of
Cicero %%no treated important political figures with contempt and who for many

was an ',untouchable as far as tbe law was concerned.
krabk Costello, '.vito grew up in a New York slum, was another success story

cbime activities. A former runt-runner and longshoreman. Costello became the
the New. Yor;.: crime activities during the Prohibition Era. With his partner.

Bill 1.wyer, Costello employed ships and speedboats to ship liquor to Canada and
Orleans. In spite Of all the efforts of the New York City police, the F.B.I.,

(:ostello was convicted only once, in 1915, for carrying a concealed weapon. lie
spent tun months in Jail and not convicted until 1954 when he went to Jail on a
taY fraud charge. 'Mayor Piorello 11, f.a Guardia called him ''a bum" hut in 1949
Costello became the vice-chairman of i Salvation Army's fund-raising drive and
later .m. as influential in the selection of Carmine De Sapio as the leader of Tamman,y

Sumn,arizing the story of the life of Frank Costello, Gay Talese, a former
Times reporter wrote, -Costello never understood the rules of the New

World because he s influenced by tile tradition of a land that exists in the past...
(;:oying into Ii land ;fiat professed hostility toward the most recently arrived

peasant. While most immigrants accepted their 'owly status, and worked patiently
to overcome It. Costello did not.

The sad chapter of time Torrios, the Capones, and the Costellos must not be al-
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low.ed to obscure the magnificent contributions of Italians to America, Italians
Coug!lit v:tliantly for the Fnited States in the first World \Var. In World War II, in

spite or the f:tct that Italy was Lin ally of Nazi Germany, the Italians fought both in
Europe A nd in the Pacific. Over a dozen Italians won the Congressional Medal of
lIonor. After the \val., when Italy hovered on the brink of a Communist take-over,
:he letters of American Italians to their relatives and friends in Italy were credit-

experts as having tipped the scale in the Parliamentary elections toward the
victory ol ihe Christiwi Democrats Oyer the powerful Communist Partv .

Italians in New York Politics

itians were rather slow in getting into politics Lind it took many years for Rai-

! ,-Americans to reach important political city and state offices. The first Italian
;ernor was elected in 17. The same man. .1ohn Pastore of Rhode Island, many

later liecame the first United States Senator of Italian descent. It was not un-
tH that an Italian-American became a member of the Cabinet, when President

Ke;medy Ippointed Anthony Celebreze a former Mayor of Cleveland, to be
,:retary of Education and Welfare.

Since there were about a million and a half Italians in New York City, their
:.:ist show of political strength came in that city. New Yorkers and the nation well

her Fiorelle Ii. I.LiGuardia, who was elected Mayor of New York in 1933, after
h.iving serve(I as a Congressman for fourteen years. LaGuardia was re-elected in

;Ind New `1.)1.1: has had some colorful mayors, including the most col-

Jimmie \\;ilker, but it never had 1.)efore or since as great a mayor than the
s:: -1, chubby 1.ittie Flower. Fiorello IL La Guardia's background was as many-
sided his performance. lie is born in Greenwich Village in New York, a child

Carlo La Guardia, an Italian immigrant. and an agnostic non-Catho-
1:c. ilis mother was Irene Coen, a ewess from Trieste. Fiorello himself became

.:piscopalian. The public generally issurned that La Guardia was a New Yorker

)eu,hise he so readily conformed to the popukir image of a New Yorker. Ile was
ish, loud and a fast talker in a "pure" bronx-tirooklyn accent. However, Fiorello
tia:irdi;.i grew .ip in Prescott, Arizona, where his father was a musician in an

pand.

At four, wlwn his family moved back to Ital:/, l,a Guardia became a
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,]uniox American Consul in Trieste, then a consular official in Budapest and in Cro-
atia. He learned to speak, in addition to Italian. which with English was his native
tongue, Yiddish, Croatian, French, Germau and Ilung.c.rian. This knowledge of Ian-
gua:ges became a great asset to La Guardia in the political campaigns for Congress
And t'or Mayor of New York. When La Guardia ran for Alayor in 11133, the Jews and
trie Ibilians comprised 45!*0 of the city's population and his ability to address Jewish
cnr...ds in excellent Yiddish and to speak to the population of New York's Little Italy

proved to be a great asset. In fact, it is the massive support of the Ital-
ians :nid of a very cc,nsiderable number of Jews who abandoned theft traditional Dem-

c loyalty, that made l.a Guardia's election on a Fusion ticket possihle.
l,a Guardia was a genius in exploiting the melting pot politics and

z.iking full advantage of his appeal to the two most powerful ethnic groups in New
yrk. l.a Guardia's biographer, Professor Arthur Alarm. summarized I.a Guardia's

ti the ethnics in this way:

'The son of Jewish and Italian immigfants who attended services in the Cathe-
dral of Saint John the Divine, hut who was married to his first wife in the rec-
tJry of Saint Patrick's and to his second wife by a I altheran minister, was
clearly the most remarkable hybrid in the history of New York city politibs.
I3elonging, yet not fully belonging, to nearly every ancestral group in the city,
including the British descended community of Episcopalians, Fiorello was a
balanced ticket all by himself,"
Talking to Jews, Italians, Serbs or Hungarians in their own languages, La Guar-

skillfully exploited their special values and traditions, their prejudices, fears
.ili(l iopes, His :_;;pc..al to the Italian-Americans, long neglected in New York politics,

l:,hen)menal. Italians were deeply discontented by their low social prestige, by
of rapid economic advance and by lack (.4 representation in City Hall and in Wash-

ington, In fact, for marty years, l.a Guardia was the only Italian-American in Con-
gress, The Italian press. led by the influential Ill Progresso, edited by Generoso
Pope, i pow.-er in New. York politics, went wild in its enthusiasm for La Guardia.

La Guardia was not, of course, elected only on the strength of his ethnic appeal. .

simp,u.ters included the most prominent leaders of the reform movement in New
., led by Judge Samuel Seabury, the destroyer of Tammany Ifall and of the like-

i)ut corru:A, former :\layorlirnmy Walker. l,a Guardia was also endorsed by
t:-:e New. York Times, The Tribune and other New York newspapers. I3ut the Italian-
Americans claiffied credit for I.a Guardia's etectior,. Edward Corsi. the head of the
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Italian Fusion Committee, declared after the election: "As we predicted, the more
than three hundred lmlian votes received by the Honorable La Guardia have deter-
mined the victory of the Fusionist ticket. The now Mayor has received around nine-

ty per cent of the entire Italian vote in New York City." The Ill Progresso spoke for
t le gleeful and proud New York Italians, when it wrote, "Finally, the greatest city
in the world has an Italian Mayor. Viva le Nostro Fiorello La Guardia."

In his three terms as Mayor of New York, l.a Guardia gave New York an honest
and efficient, if often turbulent, administration. The Little Flower, wearing his

Wostern hat, chased crooks out of the city government, improved police protec-
tion and did a great deal to help the immigrants, the poor and the needy in the big

!le also liked to ride the fire engines to big fires and read comics for the chil-
dren during a newspaper strike. Ile was, by all odds, a great Mayor and Italian-
Americans took Justified pride in him.

It %%as a measure of the growth of t.ise political influence of Italians in New York

in 1950, all three candidates for Mayor were Italians. Judge Ferdinand

Lecora was a Democratic candidate, Edward Corsi ran on the Republican ticket arid

ncent Impelitteri, President of the City Council, ran on an Independent ticket. The

h....ople of New York and especially the Italians and Jews liked Impelitteri, a well-edu-

cad and welt-spoken lawyer, who stressed his independence of the party bosses and
oarty machines. Ile was elected.

In tile decades of the New Deal, Italian-Americans voted overwhelmingly for

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, although their support for FDR diminished when he ran

for Li fourth tc intl. The Italians were an important part in the New Deal electoral co-

alition and remained faithful to the Democratic Party through the Truman administra-
tion. The more afflueht Italians gave considerable support tc Eisenhower, but most

P.ailar:s returned to the Democratic fold to vote for John Kennedy. They clearly want-

ed to see a Catholic lrecome Pre:,ident of the United States.

In recent years, there are clear indicatiohs that Italian-Americans are becom-
ing nlore conservative and are now :.:ounted as very uncertain allies in the traditional

1)wl:oar,tic coalition. Rhode Island Italians are still supporting the liberal Democratic
P::store and the San Francisco Italians voted overwhelmingly for the liberal

)eillficl Joseph Al;oto for Mayor, but the !nas;:;ive Italian-American population in
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New York Cltv and In NOV: 'Liven, Connecticut, has become increasingly conserva-
tive. candidates for office in New York in recent years are clearly reflect-
ing the conservatism of the Italian v.orkingmenthe union construction men, the
te.onsters and the longshoremen.

Glater and :Moynihan trace this conservative trend from the forties. They
pot/It ()tit that in It14R", t.t..hen Newbold Morris, a liberal Protestant Anglo-Saxon, who
tt.td s support, ran against \\ illiam O'l)wyer, a moderate Irish Catholic,
.N1,t1115 ran very poorly in Italian districts. The rejection of l.a Guardia. write
Glazer and :Moynihan, symbolized the fact that there never developed among the
It,tii.e1-.A.meriealt proletarian group II generalized ideology in support of liberalism
And t,rogressiVitr....

'1"ht. growing conservatism of Italian-Americans led to several developments in
NctJ. York polities. Reformists and anti-Vietnam liberals, mostly Jews, led a sue-
cesst.' I 1 ebellion against the New York C"ounty Democratic Organization which was
dotninated by the suave and ruthless Carmine De Sapio. De Sapio was ousted and
eventually ,.yas convicted ,m charges of corruption. The break with the liberals be-

een more final in the 1Hi'd Nlayoral elections. In that election, two Italian-
erican candidates, Mario Proccacino and ,John Alarchi, ran as the Democratic

candidate and Republican candidate respectively. John Lindsay ran on the Indepen-
d(,,nt-Vusion anti Liberal Party Ticket. II soon became clear that Proccacino was
in basic agreement on Vietnam, on racial issues, on welfare programs, and on the
hc.t. and order issue v..ith ,lohn Marchi. To the dismay of New York Democrats and

1::,111: Italians, Proecacino proved to i)e several cuts below a La Guardia, or an Im-
pe cri, or even a Nlarchi. fle was crude, bumbling and clearly reactionary. In

television tu, unters, the articulate, handsome ,Iohn Lindsay clearly outmatched the
p(mr Faced v.ith tile alternative Proccacino or the very conservative :Mar-

btost some white Protestants ,loined with the mass of Negroes and Puer-
tt, kietins to give Lindsay plurality sufficient to make him Nlayor for the second term.

IHTIt, Mario Proccacino nt:ide his hrLtak with the Democratic l'arty complete by
endorsing the Republican Nelson Rockefeller, for re-election as Governor of New
York, Proccacino denounced the Democratic candidate, the former labor lawyer
:.ind :supreme Court justice, Arthur Goldberg, tls a "limousine liberal..?

In doing what he did, l'roccacino rightly ass,..med that he represented the senti-
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mt..nts of most Italian-Americans, especially the Italian workingmen and union men,

Prodeacino and the former Mayor, Vincent lmpelitteri, also endorsed James Buck-
ley, the candidate of the Conservative Party for the U.S. Senate. The massive turn-
out of the Italian voters, who traditionally voted for the Democrats, added strength
to the decisive victory of Governor Rockefeller and even more importantly, provided

the margin ot' fictory for Buckley in his tight race with Richard Ottinger (a Jewish
lieiresentative for New York) . the liberal Democratic candidate.

The Italians were obviously angered by the lopsided ethnic composition of' the

Der:locratic slate which was headed by Arthur Goldberg for Governor, and included

Negro for 1.icutonant Governor and two Jews for the offices of State Treasurer and
.Attorney General, There was no Italian on the slate. The breach with the tradition

ethnically balanced tickets and the unrest and anger of Italians on the issues of law

order, race and Vietnam were undoubtedly the decisive factors in the victories
scored by Rockefeller and Buckley in Ne,.v York.

Italian Identity

flow do Italians perceive their own ethnic identity today? This is not an easy
question to answer. Sorno representatives of the Ita liAn community see evidence of

increasing identification of the second and third generation Italians with their ethnic
background. A young principal of an elementary school in a predominantly Italian

township in Long Island, and himself a second generation Italian-American, related

in an interview with this writer that the parents of his students are demanding the

introduction of courses in Italian and Italian literature, music and art.
Father Paul Asciola, editor of the Italian newspaper in Chicago, the Fra Noi,

and special projects director of the Joint Civic Committee of Italian-Americans, an
umbrella organization for 40 Chicago-based Italian-American organizations, 7' id a

House of Representatives Committee in March 1070, that his organization sees more

progress and more interest in its work toward the rediscovery and preservation of
:he rich cultural heritage of the Italian-Americans. The programs of the Joint Civic

ttee, Vather Asciola said, range from language classes to courses on Italian
'irf, cuisine and custoniS.

Irving I.. Child, in his book Italian or American? The Second Generation in Con-

which (ip:)Is with the identity crisis of second generation Italians, found three
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1% ;A: 5 (1. r(..,1.1 Inc renels %VII() Want t() considered only Americans and wish
to have notiliug to do .,vith the ltalian-American community, the in-group second g e n

i011 It AI jarIS seer. ;in active identification with their ethnic community. The
third group is .ipathetie :uld refuses to take a position on the identity issue. Mem-
Hers of this group ivoid situations v.hich would force them to emphasize their ethnic

ck4Tound, but they maintain sonie ties to It dian organizations Or societies. It is
the third group, Child found, that exhibits the highest degree of anxiety about their
status in the general S(wiety.

'rt)reSSor Iluhert S. Nelli, in the concluding paragraph of his study on the Ital-
i.ins Lincag,), relate:-; that interviews he conducted in the SUnInter of 1966 and
1 '; 7 -with .in0 hal iin-American residents in an Italian area near the University of

Chicago Campus disclosed that not one of the interviewed belonged to an Ital-
('-iternal insurance organiz:dion, and none read an Italian language publication.

Neill concluded that with the e:.tception of the Church, Italian community organizations
are ;alling uno disuse. Obviously this was a hasty conclusion based on very inade-
Thite data, N(0, belornfing to an ethnic insurmce association is no proof of declining
ethnic identity.

reporter for the New York Times noted in November IP70 that Italians of
n:any walks of lifefirst, second and third generation immigrantsvary in the de-
gree of their identification with the Italian community. "The Italians in New York,"
the reporter, Richard Severo, wrote, "do not agree about who they are, what prog-
ress have made, since the great migrations or half a century ago and where they
snould he going. And yet this people, whose identity is so difficult to define, has re-
cently been thrust very much into the public eye." Severo recalled the mass picket-
ing and demonstrations ()I. NeW York Italians to protest the use of the word "Mafia"
and l_he strong showing of Italians in the lb70 election in support of the re-election
ol C;overnor Nelson Rockefeller. and in the election of the conservative James Buck-

0. ttor.

Si..!vero quoted Dr lohn A. B. Liggi, director of (olumbia University's Casa
hal ina, who said:

the Ithe Italian-Americans) are not a closely knit group in any sense...They
take [pride! in being part of the great HornLmo-Italian civilization...But mostly,
they share an overriding sense of responsibility is American citizens and in
tnat, they are not Italian."

6 3



www.manaraa.com

John Ciardi, the poet, and columnist of the Saturday Review, whose parents
were immigrant S , predicted that "within another ten years you won't even be ible
to classify the Italians as an ethnic group.-

On the other cuid, the Italian-American Civil Rights League, founded a few

:Igo, which was responsible for the New Yc.irk anti-F. ft 1. demonstrations,
claims a rapidly growing niembership of 30,000. Another new organization. Amer-

icans of Italian Descent, also claims a good reception in the Italian community.

Fmanuel Popolixin, an,Italian lawyer in New York, is rather optimistic about
the future or the Italian comnmnity in America. "We \vill endure," he told Severn;

We can gn tn Me Anglo-Saxon and say: You see this road in Scotland'? We built it
2,000 .,.ears ago... We w iii be patient." An American Italian historian, Professor

.1. Iori./zo, onnimenting on Severn's article in a letter to the New York

Times said that there is a growing number of scholars of Italian descent in America
Th.() are studying the Italian immigration and the Italian community. More important-

Professor lorizzo noted that an "ever-increasing number of Italian-American col-
lege students are becoming inquisitive about their immigrant parents...beneath the

exterinr, fierce individualism generally posed by Italo-Americans is a sense of
grnup cnnsciousness recognized and nurtured by some leaders of the Italian masses."

The Dilemma of the Image

The image that the Italians present to the dominant American society is the ma-
.lor problem confronting the organizations of' Italian Americans, Italians feel unfair-
1..; linked with crime activities of a few Italians and they generally deny the existence

J. national crime syndicate, a Mafia or a Cosa Nostra, dominated by Italians of
Sicilian descent. A deep sense of unease and insecurity seems to be sweeping the

Dalian cninniunity in America any time a Senate Committee or another national in-

...estiati,..c body holds hearings on organized crime. The frequency of' Italian

nah.es ;.lat crop up in such hearings, or in reports on the operations of gambling or

cc ta:ket rings, makes the overwhelming majority of' Italians feel that their good
idliCt is i,eing smeared and they suffer by the unfair practice of guilt by association.

We have written that in the heydays of Capone and Costello, the downtrodden,

poc a masses of Italian immigrants, the long-suffering "Dagoes," while abhorring

the crimes of tile gangsters, felt somewhat proud of' the public acclaim of these
1.'O
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kinsinen v.ho hdd wealth, power, and who successfully defied (at least for a lon.2,
time) the :Io%%ers (if the police, the courts, and the local and even Federal govern-
ir erns.

"Being charged with hnks to the Syndicate," a widely respected Italian leader
in Chicago said in an interview, Is a very tricky business. I grew up in Chicago's
.itt lc Italy. I.', ir the hoys there were only two ways to get up the greasy pole of

success front the common poverty dnd degradation. Either through hard work and
education ,r through crime. Of ceurse I know many Italians who are accused of

critne syndicate figures. I played v;ith them on the street, went to the same
church and the same school ;itul dated the same girls. 1.1 I were to go to a wedding

.t child of one of my hoyhood pals, I may well he charged with having connections
t-. the Mafia.

It %,.onhi he wrong to assume that concern for ethnic identity is the preoccupa-
tion , most Italians. On the contri.try, evidence suggests that assimilation among
t.he six million Italians in America is proceeding at a rapid pace. Unlike the Poles,
Italians have, in a large proportion, ceased to he observant Catholics. As early as

the Rev. John V. Tulin°, who made an extensive study of church attendance
among Italians, concluded that only about one third of Italian-Americans can be con-
sidered "good Catholics.- fie estimated that the majority of Italo-Americans have
little onnection \vith the church, There are no figures available on how many Ital-
ians have changed their names and adopted Anglo-Saxon names, but the number
must he considerable. Seven out of ten Italians in America were horn in the United
States and for lJO ':;) of them English is their native tongue. Consequently, most Ital-
ian language newspapers have disappeared and the membership in such old Italian
c)rganizations like the Order of the Sons of Italy has steadily decreased.

But there are several million Italians who to one degree or another identify
themselves and are identified as ethnic Italians. They are determined to preserve
the remaining Italian neighborhoods and to defend the good name of Italo-Americans,

In recent years, the Italian-American Civil Rights I.eague was organized in
New York tc defend the good name it. Italians. It was this organization, as we have
mentioned before, which in .1une 170 organized mass picketing of the FBI headquar-
ters in Ne,.: York, protesting the alleged vendetta of the FBI against Americans of
Italian descent. I:or several weeks u:ricirecis of Italian-Americans, old and young,
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picketed the 111.1 offices shouting slogans about "Italian Power," and denouncing the
Ekl director, .1. Edgar Hoover, for using the terms "Mafia," and "C'osa Nostra" in
ins reports, ( )11 June lb, 1070ludge George Starke issued an injunction limiting
picketing to avoid public disturbances. "File picketing stopped but a few weeks later,

Itotrin rganizations organized a mass demonstration in which 50,000 members
paroded in \lanhattan l)rotesting slanders against Ita lo-Americans.

The New York Times reported that the picketing and the demonstrations were
organiYed cc Jusuph Colombo, Sr,, whose son Anthony Colombo is ..ice-president

ht.! Italian-American Civil Defense League. Colombo, according to the New York
Times, is the reputed boss of the Mafia family tong ruled by the late Joseph Profaci
iii ,A as scheduled b) he sentenced in February after conviction on two counts of per-

On Eebruary :;, Joseph Colombo was to be honored by a testimonial dinner.

THe "Fri-toro Post, an Italian-American paper in New York, reported that Colombo

He honored hy 2,000 guests who will gather "to honor the man who has done so

uen to help his people and beleaguered people of all minorities.

Obviously most Italians in America never heard of Joseph Colombo and had no

desire to honor hirh or his associates, but the news about Colombo and his connec-
tH0 with demonsIrations aimed at improving mage of Italian-Americans do high-

the continuing d:_ict.,ma of the Italian con,. ..nity in America.

In 1071, Italian orgattizations in the United States combined their efforts to de-
::,and that the ( 7.ade from Mario Puza's best-selling novel, The Godfather,
de.ete mentHn ,:cis 'Mafia and Cosa Nostra." Italians were clearly appre-
hensive as to the efi,'t this v.ould have on their image when the operation of one of
the Sicilian crime 'families,- is shown in a movie which long before its release be-

c,tn-ie a topic ,,f g:.. It publicity because so many stars were vying to play the role
tne Godfather, who is the head of the closely-knit crime group. In their letter
prote :o the head of the movie studio, the Italian-American organization point-

ej 11 that the concentration on Italians in crime was basically unfair, because out

million Italian-Americans (a grossly exaggerated figure], only an estimated
or less than V;.), are involved in organized crime. This controversy which

received V: id., publicity only highlights the continuing dilemma of Italo-Americans.

On .1une 23, 1071, during a parade on the Italian Unity Day, Colombo was shot

6 6
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:ind v.ounded, Since this event, the influence of the halian-American
Civil Defense 1.e;igne has rapidly declined. The League was excluded front parti-
cip,iti,ffl ii Hie traditional Columlnis Day Parade in October, 1971.

IHin, some forty Italian organi,..ations t...stablished :in UM hl-Chla
orgun.....ttion, the .bnit Civic Committee td. ftalian-Anieric. as. The main objec-
tk es or the Committee were defined by the founders its being:

i)lan, promote itnd carry im charitable, educational and cultural tictivilies
hest serve the welfare of Americans of Italian extraction and the

eonpuunitv :it large.

on human relations activities (e.g., ttuti-defamation work) on a chltri-
t.thle Hasis, fur the purpose of conikitting and eliminating Has, prejudice or
discrimination affecting Americans of Italian extraction and their neighbors.

encourage and disseminate Italian culture by sponsoring lectures, classes,
conferences and study groups devoted to the contributions which Italians have
inade to k Id civilization."

In the .treti of protection of the image of Italo-Americans is law-abiding citi-
/ens, H:e joint_ Committee opposes hearings of Congressional state investigative
bodies iiicn reflect adversely on the entire Italian community. Representative

Allk who is (Mc uf the founders and leaders of the ,loint Civic Commit-
tee, delined this objectiye in speech on December 15, 191i3:

"\Ae [the Italian-Anu, ricansl must demand the end of Committee hearings that
tend to label, ir stereotype all Italians on the basis of negative or inferior
;..Thiracteristics...

\.\;c, must demand tile end of guilt hy association for our people.
We deplore the manner in %,:hich a high-ranking police officer of our Chicago
Police Department recently re'ferred to the "Italian criminal organization ex-isting in Chicago.

The Joint Civic ConirLittee in Chicago met on several occasions with the editors
Ciiicago newspapers to urge them to stop iising the names "Italian :Mafia," "Cosa

.:\;,stra,- and in general, not to associate criminals with their ethnic origin. Accord-
inJ to the intelligent and personable public relations consultant to the Joint Civic
Conin:ittee. Anthony Sorrentino, these efforts .vere moderately successful. A sim-
ilar meeting the editors of the New York Times was arranged by the Italian
Aplerican Civil Eights League, appears to have been far less successful. The
Tin,es continues to use the term "Alat'ia" and "Cosa Nostra."

The Joint Civic Committee has had some notable successes in highlighting the

6 7
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con! ri button.; of Italians tu America :ind in fostering interest in ltIiliiiii culture, both

.utiong the It:do-Americans :ind the commullit> at large, Italians ire inordinately

proud ot Christopher Columbus. They n...ver tire cit repenting, with uuderstandable

th.it ',%itliont Columbus Mere would ti()1 h:ive been .1 United States of Anicriea,

ltiH,iil org:ini.:atious sponsor, in ;Ill Cif it.'S with sizeahle ltaikuri pnpiiiIlions, Colurn-

-; Div l'Arades. In recent years, the Columbus Day Parade in Chicago, organized

the Joint Li\ unmittee, winle not yet rivaling the St, Patrick's Day Parade,

vc'iiL III I llfl1titlIt CiViC all:lir, The marchers include many Italian organiza-

tions, including lift: bowerful It:do-American National [nion, the Sons of Italy, the

Rdice Association of Illinois, and the staff

:ad residents 0 die splendid Ilume for Aged ltali;ms, the VHla Scalabrini. On the

'iIi(IL st:And in recent years were the Governor, 1\layor Daley, the Illinois Senators

znd c.II. LOIlgrUS:7;fficil, LlIld (If course, heads of Italian organizations,

I.argely through the efforts of Congressman Peter .1. Rodino of New York and

-suinunzio of Chicago, the revamped legislation on the celebration of national

ic-h hecanx law in b 70, included a provision making Columbus Day a

National llolidac, Reginning October 1 1, 1071. Columhus Day becomes a day of

n.tt: ail rest :old celebration.

After u:Liny years of effort. Congressmen of Italian origin, aided by Senator

P-istore 1 Rhode Island, succeeded in having a bust of Constantino Hrumidi

put. In Rotund:A of the Capitol. The contribution of 13rumidi, who was partly

and oartl- Italian, and who spent many years in painting.,the magnificent

t'rescoos on the of the Capitol Rotunda, was unrecognized, to the deep dismay

e Ralian-Aniericans, until the unveiling of his bust in 1 9111L

In recent years, Ita I urns in Nt.nv York, Chicago, Newark and New Haven have

to demnnd ir,ore top-echelon federal and city Jobs. Their leaders point out

iire very rew Italian federal judges (there is one federal judge in Chicago

lian (xtraction). tha7 r::ere has never been an Italian on the Supreme Court

cii Ihat there is only one Italian in President Nixon's CabinetIohn Volpe, Ixho is

Sc(...retary ot. Transportation.

IT. is rather surprising to find that the Joint Committee has been able to cool-

'His respectable record of achievement and to support the splendid home for

:.yed Italians, the Villa Sealahrini and the Italian newspaper Fra Noi, ably ectited

6 8
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by Father Paul Asciola, on a meager budget of less than $25,000 per year, with a
modest offlce which has one secretary and no professional director. This budget
is a fraction of the budget of the corresponding organization in the Polish commu-
nity, the Polish American Congress, and is miniscule compared to what the Jewish
Anti-Defamation League spends for activities in behalf of the Jewish community in
Chicago alone.

The small budgets and the rather limited membership of Italian organizations
in America are a reflection ot' toe fact, that while there has been a resurgence of
ethnic identity among some sections of Italian-Americans, large segments of halo-
Americans have submerged in the mainstream of American life and shun specific
ethnic affiliations. This is undoubtedly true of ethnic groups, particularly the
Irish, hut it is less true among the Jews and the Poles. It seems th the Italian
e,)hirhunity in America is still plagued by the long-standing animosity and distrust
het',.:een Ntuuhern and Soutl.ern Italians. This conflict often prevents a show of unity

all ?:talo-Americans.

6 9
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CHAPTER 4

THE VORGOTTEN :11INORI1",:.1:IIE AMERICAN POLES
NOT SO SPLENDID ISOLATION

AmerIcan l'oles arc the least known and the least understood ethnic group in
America. They have been truly a silent majority group, neglected by others and
until recently neglected even hy themselves. America's culture and fortunes have
bcen affected and aroused by the spectacular rise to power of Irish politicans. The
people c,f me United States were stirred by the long struggle for an independent

!Ind and by the drama (,t the establishment of Israel and they have been influenced
oy Hooks written by Jewish writers and by jokes o: Jewish comedians. America re-
sponded with deep sympathy and admiration G;,ribaldi and his Risorgimento move-
n.ent and recoiled at the influence of A) ( 'a;)one and other Sicilian born crime figures.
However, the long inci heroic struggle of the P.)les for independence, the plight of
Poland as a Soviet satellite., and niost importantly. the life of the six million Poles
in kmerica, have aroused little interest in American public opinion.

Virtually no novels have been written with Polish characters, or centering on
sor:ie aspect of Polish life in America. With the exception of Jerzy Kosinski, there
are no counterparts for a Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, or Mario

50 among the American Poles. Some American authors like Edna Ferber and
Nelson Algren have Polish characters in their novels, but the major themes of the
non:-.5 are not Polish. Mal.v Jewish and son:e Irish and Italian comedians bring
their respective ethnic brand of comedy to of Americans on various televi-
sion shows, but there are no Polish comedians who have ever made it on the Ed Sul-
livan show. All tilat Americans have heard from time to time are the abominah e

"lih lokes- portray all Polish-Americans as n c.tnl , dull and dim-witted.
Arrieri,_:an audiences have seen and still see or :ate tei,--;rsion shows, movies like
-Odd Man Out- and -Exodus,- which depict Yith obvious s:mpathy the Irish Republi-
c.m .-krmy and the .lewish liaganah.

7 0
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Many movies have been made (.-in the lives of Garibaldi and Mazzini, the heroes
of the :'ight tor a united and free Italy but, to tile best of my knowledge, no movie

1,15 ever heen produced which dealt with the centurv-long struggle of the Poles for
natii);ial independence, or which had as its heroes Generals Thadeus Kosciusko and
I\.1:an,ier: Pulaski. two Polish heroes or the American Revolution. Broadway audi-

entes h,C;t: seen innumerable plays dealing with Italian themes (like the "Rose Tatoo"),
-Fiddler on the R.tof.. and the "Rotlischilds") and many plays by

I:ish iii,thts like Brendan Behan, O'Casev_and Dylan Thomas, but no play on

Poland or on any aspect of the Poli..-,11 community in America has as
or for that matter, even off-Broadway. The authors of the

:.i. Hely read gro:ps (Bei.iond the Melting Pot), Patrick Moynihan and
Nat in included chanters on the Irish. the Jews and the Italians, hut did not

:te about one ,)i.° the largest ethnic groups in the United States, the Poles.

the scholarly harvest of books and monographs on ethnic groups
l'inted Suites is relatively meager. there are only a handful which deal with

1::c history Poles in America or, -1-'olonia, as the Poles refer to their commu-
nit:. in America. The sad truth is, that with the exception of the splendid studies by
W,1. Mon:as ;ind Florian Znaniec::i, the Polish Peasant in Europe and in America,
:;nd Aliec/.,Yslaw llitirban's Polish Poet in America, 1(108-1865, the few volumes

hiniited merit. One major difficulty mav he that few, if any, Ameri-
Llim historians and sociologists read Polish, and the few P-lish American scholars

could use Polish original sources see little advantage for themselves on the lad-
acadernic life in concentration on Polish stitches.

linguistic difficulty is ot: course not a fully satisfactory explanation for the

it Aiherican-Riles have become an authentic "silent majority" in the United
t.c.H. Other reasons ;Ire more complex and relate to the history of Polish immi-

,l_:,11 1.() Furtherthore, paradoxically, until very recently this isolation
le.ist in part, self-in.posed. Alany Poles who wanted to preserve their Po-

dentit:; \merica concluded that cultural isolation would give the Polish com-
h.,:ility tut chittLu to sterh the almost irresistable push towards assimilation

sin(1 give the Polish community time to define and deepen

-Polinness in order to emerge in time as a cohesive ethnic entity
Cc American scene. For many years, Polish organizations and Polish leaders

7 1
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were reluctant to give too much help to the few s;h,)lars and writers who wanted to
write about them. Thcre was no effort made to meet and exchange ideas with other
ethnic groups. In fact, until a few years ag,., major Polish organizations had no
programs dealing with large scale national domestic issues, and w,re not con-
cerned with the image or even with the political interests of Poles in America.

But on the whole, the Poles in America want to emerge from their isolation.
do not want to be the forgotten Americans any longer. In fact, they now re-

sent the ignorance of the dominant society of their past, their present. their ac-
.coinptisliments and their problems. Major Polish organizations. :s we shall see.

embarked on a ,.Yidespread campaign to inform the American public about
-PHonia,- (the name American Poles use when they re, r to their community) to
protest aspersions on the image of American Poles and to protect the interests of
Poles in Anlerica and of the Polish people in Poland. Consequently, this seems
to be propitious time to write about American Poles.

Polish History and "Polishness"

All ethnic groups in America, as we have seen, have been shoped by the history
,Tharacter ()1 their respective intrid.;4;ration waves. This is particularly true of

t.he Poles. The great matority of l'oles in America arrived in this country in mas-
si'.. iinlhigrations during the years of 18-'.1) and 1914.

Poles did not come to the United States from Poland because since 1795 there
%vas no Poland on the map of Europe. In that year, after about eight hundred years

istence as an independent state, Poland was partitiohed among three of its pow-
erful neighborsRussia, Prussia and Austria. The partition lasted for over 125
:vears.

This long period of partition of Poland and the incessant struggle of the Poles
for independence, ma mked by two great Uprisings and Rebellions, one in 1831 and
the other in 1863, hod lasting am! profound influence on the Polish people. They
:tecame one of the r-nost patriotic peoples in Europe. To a people that lost its inde-
7endence l'or a long time to foreign invaders and which was determined to regain its
...reedon., love of country' became almost a national obsession. The Polish national
p)(21, Adam A.liekiewicz, put it well in a verse in one of poems, "Fatherland,
r;n1,.. those who 0 :ye lost you, c in appreciate fully your lue." It was indeed a

7 2
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dos;ierato struggle that the Polish people waged against the might of the Tzarist
Empire, the military machine of Prussia and the immense power of the Austro-
flungarion Lnipire. All of the occupying powers. at one time or another, during

long period of partition, attempted to suppress the spirit of Polish nationalism
through cultural pressure Russification and Germanization, bribery, political
(.0q1cessions dUd often brutal force.

:.hose efforts failed. Poles had no independent political institutions, their
:Lill; AI . be I IiMIS Cre suppressed. their sons died on foreign battlefields all

Eilr,be in the vain hope of enlisting the sympathy or military aid for the fight
indchiendent Poland. However, they have become in the process one people,

-no language and one faith. The Polish language became precicns and effec-
th.-e l)ond f(u. Poles in the three sections of occupation. To speak Polish, to write
in Polish, to Hive the Polish language became an almost religious conmiandment
:or all Poles.

rhe patriotic poetry of the great Polish poets, Adam Mickiewicz and Juliusz

and the l\lessianic writings of Stanislaw Wyspianski, became not only

,reat literature for the educated Poles, lu! !.leir Most sacred treasures and a
SlMrCe ()nstant inspiration.

l'or Thu n1.155 of poor and largely illiterate Polish peasants who formed the

overwhelming mkority of the population, the spirit of Polish patriotism was kept
hve and nurtured by the Polish Catholic Church. While the Catholic Church owed

and owes today its allegiance to Rome, it was actually and primarily a Polish Cath-
,,lic Church because it supported fierce Polish nationalism and kept alive devotion
to the Polish language. Polish customs, and Polish hopes and aspirations for inde-
pendence. In-long Poles, whether in the past or present, whether in Poland or in
.1!:..erica, the lines between their religious faith and Polish nationalism are blurred
and ()ften non-existent, For most Poles, fierce Catholicism is almost synonymous

..rdent nationalism. Consequently. Pcdes are, on the whole, emotional and
not rational he i r religion. They are more concerned with the spirit of the

the long established customs, than about theological doctrine and liturgy.
it is impossihle to understand the American Poles and their attitude to "Polish-

And to Poland without a comprehension of the tragedy of Poland 'and its people

iii r ng the long and blood:. ;,eriod of the partition of their country. Few Poles,
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whether in Poand or alirca* .i.re not moved ieais when the Polish national an-
them is sung. It begins with the words, "Jescveze Polska nie zginiela puki, au
'iseiethy- Poland is not yet dead as loog as we live."

Ameri.eti: l'oles, in eafying degrees, understand the meaning of
Polishiess, tins complex and much inclusive concept is not easily grasped by an

oitsiuer. it includes a special affection and reverence for the Polish language
. , : h t c : : goes ueyond 1.;:e a eknow :edgrnent of its usefulness as a language of communi-
cation and the language of their literature. Poles love their language because it
served them well as an instrument of national survival.

Poles for generati,ms have been singing these lines of national defiance con-
tained in a poem written by Maria Konopnicka: "We shall not allow our language
to aent ied. we are the Polish nation, the Polish people, a tribe descended from
the dynast.v of the Piast kings...we shall not be buried...

No greater compliment can he paid to an ethnically conscious American Pole
than to tell him that he speaks 'beautiful Polish." As we shall see a bit later, the
masse A- Polish immigrants who came into this country were mostly illiterate
peasants whose Polish language was crude, ungrammatical and severely limited in
style and vocabulary. These immigrants taught their children the Polish that they
knew.. The young Anlerican-born Poles, sonie of whom received a good education
md spoke fluent and literary English, soon discovered, especially when meeting
recently arrived educated Poles, that their Polish was rudimentary, old-fashioned
ani.i rustic. The reaction was often embarrassment and a vow never to use Polish

In recent years, with the rapid growth of educational levels in all segments of
Polonia, and the sizeable immigration front Poland of college educted people, in-
cluding professionals and artists, the American-born leaders of U-:e commu-
nit:: made diligent efforts to learn to speak a "beautiful Polish" in order to enhance

st.nding mu the community.

Polish Traits and Customs

Poles pride Themselves on their hospitality and they do follow an old Polish
:)1.,%.-erb which enJoin.i; the owner of the house to ,loyfully offer his guests the best
r.nat his home This type of hospitality, in the minds of the Poles, is more
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difficult, if not impossible, to practice ill an apartment. This is One of the reasons
:1:trican Poles are overwheltningly home dwellers. Since American Poles are

not .e-; 1 V. h()1u very :I.:fluent, Polish neighborhoods in Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, or
r\lilwaukee are relatively small and humble, hut their lawns are clean and well-tend-
ed. F:IL Pe is Aso evident alnong Poles the traditimial yearning of sons and grand-
sous f peasants fur property ownership.

..stor.t ,f the military uprisings against the Russian and German inva-
ders and occupiers of the land and the sacrifices of Polish volunteer troops in Italy,

l'hited States and in the armies of Napoleon, who always fought hoping to speed
liPeration, have developed in the course of centuries, a peculiarly Polish

,:dh:iration fur Me military uniform and for military flags and standards. Poles love
I:IIh Jtirhire eit. military men and they cherish the old-fashioned military virtues of

;iild sacrifice. Their faith in the valor of their armies was almost unlinlit-
. Dtirirr isit ii, Kdand in Hi:-;7, this writer rememhers being told by many
des V. i 1 :1m05 t earnestness that the Polish cavalry which was feared in Europe be-

fore :idvent of the tanks, would defeat the Russians on the East and the Germans
, \V(...st

Hand in hand t%itil admiration for the thi. !arv, the Poles put their intellectuals
dgh pedestal. Polish universities and especially the 600 year old Jagiel-

luni l.hiiversity of Cracow have always been treated by Poles as national shrines
:tr.ci in no sociey: dues the title "Professor" carry more prestige and more recogni-

)n than among Poles. Poles have a deep reverence for knowledge, learning and
...dueation, They are proud that in Medieval times and through the later centuries,

los were the easternmost E..ropean outpost of Humanism and of the Renaissance,
ore recent times Poland w.as the country of origin of, among others, Bronislaw

the father of modern anthropology, Alfred Kobrzybski, the founder of
s,henci2 of semantics, Florian Znaniecki, the eminent sociologist, and Zbigniew

the famous political scientist of Columbia University and advisor to

l':esidents Kennedy and Johnson.

e reasons for this veneration of scholarship and scholars include the recog-
! f the contribution of the universities to the preservation of the Polish Ian-

l'Hish studies and Polish nationalism during the long period of partition,
of Polish universities in building a bridge to Western culture. In addi-
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tion, the level of literacy in P(dand, a country of peasants, WLIS ILItiVe Iv iow and
the small number' of scholars and intellectuals increased their standing and value
in the c mmunity. American Poles, generally strongly dislike and disapprove of
the present communist government in Poland, but some of them give that govern-
ment credit for making Poland a literate country and for its strong support of uni-
versities and .1 ri ters and artists.

:\lany of the customs in daily life have slowly been abandoned, but those con-
nected with the observance of Christmas and Easter are still widely observed. The
L'hristmas Eve Supper, the (The Vigil) is the central part of Christmas ob-
servance. The na.tor event of that festive meal is the breaking of the Oplatek, a
thin, unleavened bread of flour and water winch is sometimes blessed by the Polish
)iuns ;in teach in the parish school, and distrilaited to the people. The mother or

a,b,:21. break each other's Oplatek, and embrace and kiss and then all others in
the :ollow suit, expressing good wishes for a happy year. In the United
states In the Christmas season, Polish papers are filled with announcements of or-
ganizations arranging 'Oplatek meetings where the private family ceremony is re-
peated in a larger group.

Easter toO is surrounded with a great deal of pageantr,. The Easterfare or
Sv.icaor,ka,- for the Easter feast includes ham, dishes decorated with sprigs

o: green and very importantly, a special Easter cake called "babka." As we have
said, on lioly Saturday, the mother or children carry samples of Easter food in
i)asKets to the Church to be blessed.

:\lay is a special festive day for Polonia. It is the observance of the Anni-
versar.... of the first popular constitution adopted by the Polish Parliament, the Sejm,
on bav IH71. which reducedl the privileges of the nobles and extended the fran-
chise to tile middle class,

nsu le Story of Polish Immigration

Rdes '...cre influenced in some measure by the history of their ances-
tors in Poland, l)ut they were shaped hy The history of the successive waves of Polish

into the l-rteci States. There are today about six million (this is an es-
timatefigures range from three to ten million). flow did they get here, what did
the,: do :ind how did they fare in the new land of their hopes?
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Miecislaus Ilaim In, the first Polish historian in America and the founder of

the Polish Museum and Archives in Chicago. divided in his study, Polish Past in
Americ.i. the history of Polish immigration to the United States into three periods:

1,;o 177(; -- the colonial tnigration
tile political migration

I H5- 1 the (_sconoinic migration

. :Lore migrations must be noted. The migration which followed the conquest
by the and the wave of Polish immigrants which came to America

since [ ta hen the lHli1i government opened its gates to those who wished to
i tth of these migrations may be termed political and intellectual.

!cs Jamestown -....olonv and as testified by Captain John Smith, were
e...ceileht pioneers in the struggle with tile wilderness. Other Polish immigrants

h 11101 period were largely artisans and adventurers.

Vhe polit cal migration in the end of the 18th and first part of the lbth century

ces..:it of the gro,.::ing oppression of the Polish people by the occupying pow-

.,f Russia. Prussia and Austria. Many of these immigrants were refugees from
the suc<:essive uprisings aimed to throw off the yoke of foreign occupation. The

Lry igrants came largely from Greater Poland which was occupied by Germany.
imrrtigrants economically advanced and they had a relatively substantial

degree of literacy. flaying these advantages, they established themselves in the
(Thited Slates with comparative ease and like the German Jews vis-a-vis the Russian

they 1.1» loc)ked with disdain and disapproval on Polish immigrants who came

,ssian Poland Or 'corn Galicia which was part of Austria and where the eco-
nomic :ind educational conditions were much lower. The "German Poles, called the

uireenhorns -grynole.- These early animosities ascerbated as the
n froch various parts of Poland increased. As a consequence, in the course

Lte,tionalism, lc,cal pride and religious antagonism which carried over from
Ihe h Co. ntry,- were a sad characteristic or tile life of the Polish community in
A:7.e.::i.ca. This disunity and old jealousies have only recently given way to a sense
(0! .1nd solidarity. The third and the fourth generation of American Poles has,

,.(il;rse, no interest in the old feuds and animosities.

officers entered into the pages of American history in those early
of this country, Thaddeus Kosciuszko and E.!asimir Pulaski. Both came to fight

Ihe ireedorn of the colonies in the American Revolutionary War. Kosciuszko, an
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artillery captain, educated in a 1.'rencn military academy, came to Philadelphia in
1776. determined to hell) the \I-liericans to gain their independence. Given a rank

cohlnel of engineers, liosciuszko supervised the building of fortifications at the
..thts near Saratoga which proved to he important to the victory of the

Amei.L orces in the llattic of Saratoga. Ordered to secure the Hudson River.
Colonel Kosciuszko fortified West Point which was General Washington's headquar-
ters. West. Point is today the Academy of the United States Army and on its grounds
there is a monument raised in honor of Thaddeus Kosciuszko because the Polish of-
ficer assisted in the 'rounding ()t: the Academy by urging its location at West Point.

tlrateful for his services. C'ongress awarded Kosciuszko the American citizen-
ship and the rank of brigadicr-general. Kosciuszko's life was replete with memor-
able :ichievements. but his will and testameLt deserve special mention. He ordered

his property be sold and the proceeds used to purchase the liberty of as many
Negroes as the amount realized would allow His friend, Thomas Jefferson, was
:rimed ..ectitor c)f the estate. Kosciuszko also provided for the education and the
training (..U. freed Negroes,

Casimir Pulaski was a Polish Count who in 1777 became a Colonel in the Revo-
Itionary Army and using his own money raised a corps of cavalry. The organiza-
tion and the improvement of the tactics and efficiency of the new American cavalry
'Aere Pulaski's constant goals. Some military historians refer to him as the "Fa-
ther of American Cavalry.- Pulaski. promoted to the rank of 13rigadier-General,
lost his life on a gallant charge in a battle during the siege of Savanna. He was 31
Years old.

Professor Lugeue Kusielewicz writes, commenting on the Polish immigrants
in Colonial America: -These early immigrants brought to American shores the
best of Polish traditions; a love of liberty and a firm belief in the dignity and quality
f men that made Poland a pioneer in the development of parliamentary government

and cftil

It is estimated that there %yore about :i0.000 Poles in America in the Civil War
period. Poles served with distinction in the Union Army and three Poles, Wlodzi-

merz Krzyzanowski, Joseph Karge and Albin Schopf reached the rank of general.
The immigration of Poles as Haiman called it, which began about

170 and had its peak between 1'i.31)0 to 1!)14, was massive and overwhelmingly peas-

7 8
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ant in character. During that p(i riod of time, abutit three million Pohsh peasants
C:1Ille to the United States, parallelling the mass Italian and Jewish immigration of'
the same period. It is important to note th tt the present character of Polonia--of
the Polish-AnaHcan communitywas shaPed largely by that immigration. That

of course, true (.lf the Irish, the Jews and the Italians who also came to the
United :-;tates in large numbers in that period, but a case can be made that the sta-
tus and the image and the problems of the contemporary Polish community reflects

after-eliects of the original mass immigration in much bolder and clearer relief.
P(dish immigrants were overwhelmingly peasants who came from a society

....nieh still practiced a variation of feudal economy. The top of the economic and
and social pyramid in Poland was occupied by a small group of large own-

ers (1: est:ces, in;inv of whom were counts or princes of ancient and very rich fam-
the Potockys, the Radziwills and the Czartoriskys. Then came a relative-

I.; small group of small landowners followed by the mass of landless and illiterate
)(_,:tsants who barely eked out a living as hired hands on the large estates. The im-

migrants tu America came predominantly front this latter group. In 1912, for in-
stance, about 200,000 Poles Caine to America. Professor Florian Znaniecki has
estimated that -over 30To of these immigrants were landless peasanCs and 27% were

landow ners in Poland.-

:\lust of the Polish peasants who came to the United States had no skills to sur-
ice in the industrialized and strange country to which they came. They spoke a

rudimentary, peasant's Polish, were mostly illiterate in their own language and,

of course, the English language was totally alien to them. In contrast to the Jewish
ass inunigration %thich included many artisans and some who had a measure of

experience in the textile industry and in commerce, all that most of the Polish im-
n.irrants had was a great capacity and willingness for hard physical labor. Ameri-

n the booming, competitive days nf its great industrial upsurge, showed little
co! passion to these newcomers. If they were to survive they had to become un-

s;,:illed laborers in factories, in the steel mills of' Pittsburgh and Gary, in the tan-
neries and slaughterhouses of Chicago and Milwaukee and in the Ford factories in
Detroit. P,,les who had some experience in the coal mines in Poland, went in large

numbers to the coal fields in Pennsylvania and others found work in the textile mills
ii I.a..vrence and New Bedford, Massachusetts.

7 9
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No )rk %,.as too hard, too menial, too coarse or too dangerous for the Poles.

had no choice and they could not he choosy about jobs if their families were to
survive in the new environment. This hard, demanding work was a signal contribu-
tion these millions of brawny and healthy immigrants who without much complain-
in4 or reoelling helped t(1 rhake .1merica the industrial giant that it is today. The

can S(,CiCty has yet to acknoWledge the debt it owes to these millions or Polish
pc.tsants. H cv were not a -sophisticated" group or immigrants and they demanded

tic ..rou. nt.r.,, country and got little in return. In fact, instead of apprecia-
tion t:h.y.; %%ere shabbil..; treated. The ridicule which was (and sometimes still is)
Uet.)ed ihe heads of these sLuple, uneducated folk who worked sixteen hours a

ii tiangerou,-;ly insecure mines, mills and stockyards, for pitifully small wages,
cruel ;ind

Veeling tity.,.elconte in :he new country, aliens in a cultural milieu which they
did not understood atid doubtful of their prospects "or economic advancement, many

int-tigratits r.,:ere determined to save some money and return to their villages.
In fact. i)etween the .vears 1;',91 and 1910, 234 ,000 Poles did return to Poland. Many

sta.ved did so because they had decided to delay their return only for a few more
:.ears. Polish historian, kcverend Madaj, offers an interesting insight by
suggesting that this 'Aidely shared intention of an "eventual return may provide at
least a partial explanation for the slow progress of assimilation or Americanization

Polish communities." Since many Polish immigrants intended or at least
thinl-:ing of returning someday- to Poland, they felt consciously or subcon-

sciously no great incentive to go through the trials and tribulations of assimilation
ii even of gradual acculturation to their new environment.

Ti.ere was one distinct henefit from this universal acceptance of hard and man-
ind the generally prevailing poverty in the Polish neighborhoods and areas

dense settien:ent. There was a rapid trend toward the disappearance of the so-
eit! i:td class distinctions. -No %,.ork was shunned," writes one keen observer,

h,ey.tuse ,.vas distasteful or hard and no man was looked down upon because his

In this the Polish immigrant displayed a marked change of attitude

t.rorr.?.hat lie '.s.-ould have felt and shown in Poland; the caste concept. once so keen

iii :.he Polish peasant that it would not permit him, if he was a landowner, to
sH:,..e the hand of his hired man, vanished here without a trace.-

8 0
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It is virtually impossible to exaggerate the e.everity of the cultural shock suf-
fered by these indssus of Polish peasant-immigr nits. It was much more severe
trOin that cx.perienced by the large waves of Irish immigration because the Irish had

advantage over the l'oles--the, spoke English. The :Jews too, were bet-
ter prepared for AUlerica. They were mostly C ity dwellers, had more intellectuals
and artisans ;unong them md were mostly literate, at least in Yiddish and in Ifebrew.
1.: en zhe Italians from Southern Italy had no recent tradition of serfdom and they ben-
ented soinewilat rota the gener:al idmiration and affection of most Americans for the
Lountr \ 07. their ilirth. Poles had none of these advantages and their disadvantages
were :batty,

The. irne to this country cn 1:lasse, nnA. trom the somewhat advanced regions

' ,l-nd, around %t arsaw and I.odz, hut fronn the least advanced regions of the
:11.::h1ario5 and southern and eastern Poland. They came not from big cities, hut

isolated primitive villages and small towns. These villagers had no interest
and no ;)act in the management of the affairs of their own villages and no voice in

political affairs of the region or of the nation. If they voted they did so as the
loc.al priest or the local official told them to vote. Even the rudiments of the demo-
critie process were unknown to them and their life was circumscribed in the narrow
circle of their family and the parish church.

The public schools IA hich were attended by Polish children operated on the prin-
ciple of doing away, as soon as possible, with ethnic public school administrators
mO teaThers v.ere deeply corr,-inced of their mission to make the "melting pot" con-

., reality. Anglo-Saxon and Irish teachers had little sympathy and less patience
I.( )1 the long. and unpronounceable l'olis a names or for the values and customs of Po-
!ish culture arid religion. Polish children soon perceived, directly or by repeated
innswndoes, that to he Polish is to be different and even un-American. They under-
stood That to get alohg in school you had to forget or hide your Polish ties and identity.

No wonder that the cultural shock suffered hy the Polish imniigrants. tile hostil-

tne dominant society, the lack of appreciation for their ethnic and cultural iden-
tO.'. i. )iWIiC schools and public institutions which caused their children to be

ashamed of their poor illiterate parents, brought forth, in the course ,f time, a se-
"."fcre inreriurity cant Even second generation Poles were not immune from this
d'smiing state of mind arid a vigorous discussion is now raging among Polish leaders

8 1
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:ind scholars whether Poles today, most of them third and fourth generation Ameri-
L:ans. still suffer from an inferiority conlplex.

Tht.'re was ii Stt a severe clash between Polish peasant mores and habits with
the .idvanced arid ;idvancing American civilization which prized individual enterprise
and a cc c )1.it. a premium On the mass production and mass consumption of goods,

)th t;:aterial ;cad cultural,

The cinestion of retaining the original family name is very important in any dis-
cussion or the ethnic identity am ong American Poles. Ethnically minded Poles in
A:31er cii do not take kimlly to hakespeare's casual remark, "What's in a name.,
As :au as they are concerned, a name matters a great deal, especially if it is a
2(..,1uine Polish name. The resistance to the changing or Polish names seems to be

response to the special pressure exerted on Poles by the dominant American so-
ety the school, the governmental bodies and especially the business community

\ngloci:e their names. For some reason, Americans feel that it is much easier
to spell and :ironounce names like "foscanini and Marzullo or Goldstein and Ruben-
ste:n, cc 'Flaherty and Aloriarity, than Skorwaczewski and Bialasiewicz. Even

hke Breznev and Dobrvnin seem to encounter less difficulty with American
t rigties. There seems to he something especially alien in Polish names and per-
ceiving this. many P()les have changed their names to avoid constant embarrass-
1:',ent or to do away with a real or imaginary handicap toward career advancement.

Thus, c'or instance, the father of Senator Edmund Muskie changed the family name
:'rom Marciszewski to Muskie, and many a Pole with a long name became a Collins,

Smith, or cc White. In most eases these Poles cut their ties to the Polish cornrnu-
niy and disappeared into the mainstream of American life. That is one of the rea-
sons identity conscious American Poles look upon their kinsmen who American-
i/ e. their names as betrayers or their coMmunity. They would undoubtedly refuse to
cote :or a political leader running in a Polish district who would opt for a popular
Alseriean name. To Polish ethnics, a Polish name is a sign, a symbol, of Polish
Pride and a declaration of intention to tern am a member of the Polish community.

Y.

The Hole of the Polish Church

Ire Pol Homan Catholic churches played and still play a very important role
in the history nnd n I H( life of the American Polish community. This area too, is

8 2
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no? :rec con:rovers,: among the small nunibor LIt Polish-American scholars
hhd ill that an outsider eau do is to present the argunients in the controversy and

:is best as he can.

Po:es settled usuilly around their Polish parish church or in cornpact neighbor-
;..00ds. wore, a whole, devoutly religious and unlike many Italians (or one

s,o.. nien). considered respect and obedience to the priest as :I reli-
i'l'iests were respected as the men of Cod, the inspired rep-

the Holy ihurch and of the Holy rather in Rome. Being practically
:he ...hen in the community. they served as representatives and spokes-

th,:ir isolated condhunity to the local and national government and to the
These great responsibilities whicn the Polish priests had

.Althout s,rne serious handicaps. Their parishione.its. while obser-
un..; ;(.....,-;pu ,)Y the Vatiez.:t, fact not communicants of the Homan

out t:le Polish Homan Church... They ,.vanted and expect-
the senhons lo be delivered in Polish and inost importantly, they considered the

cust();::s y.hich t'()11(c.ved in t' village church in Poland to be followed
Hturches |u t'hica,i,o, ;did Buffalo.

In. the This of deep religiosit and Polish patr;rAism
special problem Hr tile Polish churches. As a rule, the bishops who

w..er the Polish pal.ishes were Irish. They found it difficult to un-
di,rstaild why Pole.s in America insisted sermons in Polish, on parochial schools

Polish did PHish culture to be pa.t.t ,.)1. the curriculum and on the obser-
...tice Polish customs connected with reli;:2;ious holidays. Irish hishops had as

the establishment Of one Americanized Catholic Church in America and
,:onsidered dcr.;.inds of Polish p.trishioners as narrow, parochial and divisive.

:is ,...erc, built heautifui ;hiurclies in Chicago, Detroit. Buffalo and

nontributions from their small earnings, They saved for
their own rhodest homes and shared these savings for the building

tIurish churches. But they wanted the church to be a Polish Catholic
ehr,:-: and often aroused ;lie ire (,t the Irish ilerarchy. James (.'ardinal
Lons P,aliin-,Fc said on one occasion: "Ours is the American Ch...irch and not Irish.

Italian or Polish and we keeo it American."
12:.;)/;-: !he ;toint of the hierarchy of the Catholic church, especially at the
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there Arc onl> Hnt Polish Irisil(Ts JOII one Polish Archbishop out of ;1 total number

:HT) .\merican Catholic i;ls.liops. Ala.i.ewski complained that the Catholic hierarchy

Amorica has shown no -opreciation or support for Polish parochial schools and
dloceses aird Detroit. with a large Polish population. have not

k, the Pot's': seminary at Orchard Lake. The petition also expressed

.s.Ippointi-ent that Polish priests arc not required to take c ourses in the Polish lair-
:h the seminaries,

'La Wh: le sympathetic, replied dint the matters contained in the memo-

n ire V. i.I1 the Jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic Episcopate in the United
LLes, Ln:ipp,2,1.suc, :\LIncwski re,-irked: -licit Your Holiness has a great deal to

these Yert. fl ters.

The t :ntemporary Polish Community Polish Organizations

t. s little ,r eel-tient ad less hard data about the number of Poles in Amer-
oh the inf.,rmation about Polonia is not easy to obtaih. American sociologists

.incl hitlelli scientists have so tar exhibited little interest in the Polish-American

R, as ,te have said, Poles themselves were not very eager to be stud-
*Existing :iterature a soclogy,.. wrote a Polish-American :ociologist, "in

!.elation to etimic groups can but amuse the educated member of Polonia, who knows

too well from personal experience that this literature does not even apprtoxi-
h:tatu the lc:alit:: ()I what happens .1.1.1 about him in his d ulv life. Here is a credihil-

0 lio,ntainous proporti,:ns, yet scholars do nothing about it. Perhaps the

Ionia is equally at fault for hot providing the :.;ohrce material and the inspiration
heeded ti spark the effort.- This situation is now changing as more scholars have

interost in American Poles and ;is the Polish-American leaders are more
lling to telp those v.lio wish to undertake the study of their community.

ilov. many Poles ir.e there in the United States? Wytrwal makes a definitive

.statement that there ;ire today ten million Americans of Polish descent That rn

o :L.,-;s true, but Kazimier: Lukomski, the knowledgeable iti2tional Vice-

t. the \nierican Polish Congress, estimates that of that figure ' tt-2n mil-

only ;I. )out half, ()I' five million, consider themselves, on one way or another, as

mum to the Polish-American ommunity. "I would estimate," said Lukomski,

PHos belong to some Polish organization.
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Tue largest nue.Her of Poles, about 600,000 of them, live in Chicago. It is es-
tirhated that Detroit has :i00,000, Nev. York 250,000, Buffalo and Alilwaukee, 150,000

:old 100,000 each in Cleveland, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. There is a strong
concentration of Poles in Eastern Pennsylvania and in New Jersey. The all-Polish

"-',:Ites is Hamtramck near Detroit, which has a population of
2,Lboo, ;i!1 Rdez.-:. Hamtramck. like many other cities, is a virtually bank-
rupt ejty. It finds it difficult to meet the city payroll or to keep its roads in reasoh-
ahle repair. The financial difficulties of Hamtramck bring into clear focus the slow
r.ite cct)riairic advancement of American Poles. As a group. Poles are far from
afflute.- --by far .css economically advanced than the Jews and the Irish and probably,

'.',.)1'Sc off than the Italians. It is their low economic status, their
,,:oneen;r:ltion itil-L!/' citit2s that make for the tension and friction in the relations of
Poles .ind ';'he elerilent of economic competition between the Poles and the

deserves el, ye itteution than it receives. But we shall treat this issue in
Idore detail when we discuss the Polish-Negro rel:.*.ions.

Today there are approximately 10,000 fraternal. -..Lural :11.d so, Or-

..,:m.i:.ations in the United States with a total memhersnip of ahout one. )n. There
is ,he large and thriving organization of Iiighlander' [Pc.dbalan,d of North Ameri-...a

has recently raised funds to build a folklore hnd cultiere center in z eillage on
Tihe slopes of the Tatra :\iountains. There is the Polish Catlmlic I.eaga,i which helps

buildine- churches in Poland, the Polish Wormni':-, Clu'ris, the Cleveland .'io-
Yietv, the i.egion of Young Polish V..,men, and many simiar organiLatiot.., \\hien

eaise fhoney for eollege scholarships. for def3er..-inq youth in Po'and. Otn,r
fielp to maintain hospitals and clinics in the mother countr,,,i. T,..,.?re are also

ini/atioris of Polish doctors, :awyers, and artists all center.- of Poloni,...
Ide largest and most prestigious Polish organi.:.,:,tion is .e iiongl

:ince was estahlished anti which unifir-.. "raternal c-rdei-s and so-
The orb,inal constithtien of the Al:iance stated purpose was:

the foundation for institution that would v.,or...; for the ma+ei ,a1 anti
amelioration of the Polish element in the United States by mean:: of a

reserve fund. To such institutions belong Polish homes, schooti: and all \%el-
..-re -,rgarii/J1i0115..."

OthCr included -the prote,..tie,11 of Polish t-nriligration (and) .daptation of
.,!:rni4r:itit to America. All members had a life inF:Lrance which paid
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;-:-)00 :it :he heath the tal(.2 member and :i-l300 at the passing of his wife." The Al-

liAnce Also undertool.: TA, foster the spirit of P(Ilish patriotisn, by iiie sponsorship of

i.vents and by the observance of Polish historic events.

National \lliance today claims 0 membership of 340,000. All mem-

:s catc:. inshrance policies issilch by the .Alliance, with an aggregate worth of

hhadta..,: jollars. first years, the Alli,ince concentrated on eco-
h, o the hard-eres,s, 1:sh lin:. :grants and on widespread agitation for

it,le:,.ndenee Poland. Anieric0n Poles, ' by the Alliance, looked upon

... ................ the i'ourtii :)1.Ovince Pc)1Lirtd, lelping the three partitioned areas
i',.!:And tA, gAin rheir national freedi)ia,

ihre ,:1, and after Poland gained its independence after World War I,

A:1,H as the nc.% generation of American-horn Poles took over the leadership, the Po-

lish Na-,binal Alliance began to work to raise the image of American Poles and to

i:s ;:oliticAi and economic interests.
Hie rival ...ation of the Alliance was and is the Polish Roman Catholic

I Thom \`t.ii.., heir objectives and activities ;Ire similar, historically, there was a
deep ideol difference between the two organizations. As much as Poles can

s eular and able to sH)arate their church from political activities, the Alli-
ance y.as a "secular" orginization, the Union had strong ties with the Polish

Catholic Church in America. This difference, while far less sluirp today,
is in el.'-'ence, Alhance chapters are organized on a communal basis in-
deputIdent the ehi.irches, while the Uti. favors an orgarizational set-up based on
the ci.!Arcii parishes. While priests Lir' .,ive in the Alliance, they are much more
evident in the leadership ranks of the Polish Roman Cataolic Ulti.)n. The motto of

Rolnan Catholic Union is "God and Country" while the Alliance favors

and God." This Aould seem to he an insignificant difference to outsiders,

is this difference that for Years poisoned the relations between the two orga-
Mtitions. The leaders of the Union, especially the churchmen .3 not averse to

Lie :Alliance as an anti-clerical, secular or even sociansi organization
in American domestic politics more conservative than the Union.

a...4.. said, lilese antagonisms have largely disappeared and a relationship

operalcin iias been achieved. There remains, of course, a healthy rivalry for
ri,eh.Pership arid influence. 8 7
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The Polish Roman Catholic like th.. "olish Alliance, provides its esti-
l!i0,000 nl,unhers ,Aith insurata-_, oticies and death benefits. It is a frater-

nal. socia' iriu cultural organization. In 'ATOloseph Osajda became the Presi-
dent of :he P. R.L.U. Ile represents a !ley: type of leader in Polish-American 1:fc.
Osa iIJ .^ r 1 tl iitwver Imd a long-time hotel executive, who is thor-

,M1:. dedic.i:ed to full eollahoration with other major Polish organizations on mat-
u. concern to the entire. Polonia.

:a Polish Ron:an Catholic Union supports St. Alary's College, a four-year
liherLi located in Orchard l.ake, Alichigan. This small, hut expand-

ators in theology, philosophy, and Polish culture and arts. In
:Hdi7ion o the college, tile educational coniplex at Orchard I.ake includes a high

and a Theological :eniinary. More recentl, under the dynamic leadership
of Dr. 7.;' r.ba, a Center for Polish Studies was established, The Alli-
ancL p,Hlis,hes a daily Polish newspaper, c Dziennik Zio.azkowv. while the Polish

Is subsidized by the Polish Roman Catholic Union ceased publication
in I 7i. Several other Polish nev,spapers are pui)lisiled in Detroit, New Jersey

,,taer

loseph Osatda tne President of the Polish Roman Catholic Union, and Aloysius

the President of the Polish National Alliance, have shown a great inter-
est the new immigrants from Poland. They both have made successful efforts to
estaolish lines of communication with the new immigrants and opened avenues for

to attain positions of importance in their respective organizations. Mazewski,
tble is also the President of the American Polish CongreSa.

tirussed man-: groups and clubs of new immigrants in an attempt to understan,.
tuv: their problems. fits relations, for instance, with the activ a- : cher.t.Ive

kead..inAcians (lub of Chicago, which is composed of well-educateo, IT1

i rants, been espec;ally uurddR. -Mazewski has made it his policy to find a
Hetter uhde: .t mid i tic vi tht the new immigrants," said Witold Pawlikowski, the young

ti.. Polish Academicians Club. "tie made it his business and
:as ntinued, "to integrate many new immigrants irk)

tIC ties of the Polish Ari.erican Congress.

o some years ago knew little Polish, became by dint
.:ard a fluent speaker in P,Iish and even the sophisticated intellectual new-
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-)licecie tiat he speaks u "good Polish." This inakes even more of
persona grata ;unong the new inlriligr;t1lts.

NeYertheless, the conflict bet,.,,een the old and ntinx immigrants is real and it
he briefly examined. The old immigrants, as we have seen. were over-

1(:!asatits whose sons and grandsons achieved a degree of social and eco-
non.j..: advancement. Out whose roots in Polish culture were weak at best. The
A:1ericall-:)orn leaders of Polonia seldom knew enough Polish to use it in address-
ing their compatriots. After the Yalta C'onference in which American Poles were

corl\Theed President Roosevelt "sold out- Poland to the Soviets, sonie Polish lead-
ers ,ried to lead the Poles from their tradition:il adherence to the Democratic Par-
t,: into Republican ranks. .Tr:: .r success in this effort was rather limited, but the
H:smity ind bitterness engendered were great. In addition, the leaders of Polonia

supporters of the Polish-Government in exile which represented the semi-
go.;ernment pre-v.ar Poland.

.L.Le new immigrants, especially those who have conic to America after 19 56.
Coultuuni,u Poland decided to allow immigration, are of a different breed than

the old imhHgrants. They are 1,etter educated and include many professional people
and university students who are deeply rooted in Polish literature and culture. They
.. oroini of their Polisimess and speak a -beautiful" literary Polish. The new irn-
::,I.J,rants ;ire vehern4.,ntl, opposed to the Communist cegl:rie in Poland which does
:1,-a. represent the Polish people, :,ut liey do not want the restoration of the pre-war
busically totalitarian governmen, which dominated by generals and colonels.
Despising !.hey do iHe communis;, oppression of their people, they nevertheless
a(.rnowledge the :n(!.. rial advancement ot Poland in recent years and the great im-
pr:,.-ernents io pulclic educath)n ,md in arts. They hope for a free Poland with a
derhocral.fcally4,,Lucted government. While the dialogue between the old and newer
md newest immi:)ration groups is :tt its beginning. progress as we have indicated is
Ire'td% .nsiderable. Ihe SHY: emergence of new leaders of Polonia, who have

tiurtur(,:d on Amei.ican ide.ils of democrac:y and who have acquired a deeper
,,nio'.,.lodge of tile rich cultural heritage, is a guarantee that this progress

8 9
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Poles in C'hicago Politics

Iii sbite (41 their frequent complaints against Mayor Daley fox alleged discrim-
inatiitn giving Poles important cit.:. ohs, both Polish papers endorsed him for
re-election in April 1 t171. This was expected from the Dziennik Chicagoski, which

supp.ets the Dt?nlocrals in line with general political orientation of the Po-
sit Notran Catholic I lion, but the endorsement by the Republican leaning ZGoda
as :t it co' a surprise, although a few days before even the Republican Chicago

Tribune endorsed Daley. The editorial in the Dzienni. stressed Daley's accomplish-
r::entS Ity, while Zgocia concentrated on the Mayor's enforcement of law and
order (luring the lPtdt Democratic Convention. Mayor Daley's popularitJ- in the Po-

Ibunit.,. soared a few weeks before the election %%lien he rejected a plan by

which He Cfitica:-;o !lousing Authority would imild low cost public housing units (to
,Issiglied primarily to blac:...s in white neighboxlinods). Friedman, who hedged

on c plan, whatever support he had in the Polish areas of the city.
Ainerican iP ies spend : at:_vely modest sams of money on their few major cul-

:ttra. IstitultIons. I:Mike He Jews, who have multi-million dollar' ,lewish Commu-
nity Ceb.,..s ror the .idults :tad primarily for the young in almost every majoi city,
no cc:. institbtions exist in Polish u :nities. A similar s'iation also

among the Italians. I.ike the Italians, Polish immigrants have shown little
concera 0 .m1' the building of institutlons of higher learning, but there has been a

eb,cnt in this ret ih recent years.

National Alliance sponsors the Alliance College at Cambridge
Htrings, Pennsylvania and the Polish Ritthan Catholic Union s,..p: orts a complex of

edtteational institutions at Orchard Lake, Michigan. Yet, these institutions
lin,incially not esaiblished. Tile Alliance College has an enroll-

a ;(:)0 nd t M 's College has about 150 stutients.

Eb:a.tne b'resideni of the Kosciuszko l..'oundatIiii in New York
:,stiattion dedicated :o the prob. ttion of Polish s.:Ho1a1 siii.7,-)--is a persistent

l4011J.5 ia cultural offairs, Ile complained in a speech to Polish
timt 1.he Voundation pets 0o5 1 -!- its financial support from non-Poles and
itt t the stipport for the Alliance College has Igen niggardly and that the

Lc :4(, deterioratc,..t at t.t. years ago "'hat only a threat of havings its ac-
rc.noved could motivate the dirertu of the National Alliance to

j0
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cene..;.ed interest in ;he school," The eminent Polish scholar further noted that
ihe condition of the l'olish Nhiseum uod ArelliVeti in which have been found-
ed .ind are :_..,:1,-;ored by the Polish llotulri Fnion, "bas deteriorated dras-
tically.'

The .1:....rican Polish C'ongress has increased its supi)ort for the Polish-Ameri-
can .1ssociation which succeeded in attractinv to its ranks al number

omiger \;berican professors of PHlish descent and scholars who have recently
"'; :11

:1!li.:hce College seems to he on the way k-vard overcoming its difficulties.

1;1 :ldition to offering a full course of study of a liberal arts college,
ot:crs z pro4ra-; Polish studies. Recently, Alliance College offered its juniors

oiportunity ,)f a \ear's study in one of the universities in PC)Iarld.
TH.S kit:ciSk,t1 hy the hoard of trustees of the College after long discussions,

s.".;hploholtic of a gro;.;:ing conviction in Polonia that in spite of the antipathy to

''''''''UniSt government in Poland, cultural ties with Poland are essential for
;/rt.'ser..-ation of Polish identit.y athon,.r. the American Poles.

PR: Kosciusiko Foundation. headed by Dr. kusictewicz, has also greatly ex-
panded its programs :ind ;Ictivities. Tile Foundation was established forty years
L.;,-; u. brolhote :Ittendance of Polish youth in colleges through scholarships and

help ;.leserving scholars to study the histo Polonia and to acquaint Polish-
lericatis ....ith their cultural heritage. 'Ube Foundation, which occupies a lovely

Hai:ding just off Central l'ark West in a fashionable section of New York, conducts
`.-ariety acti..aties :limed to promote i'olish dance, arts, and literature. Since

its establisho.c.L. the Foundation has helped over fifty graduate students, and es-
'shc-../1 scholars. Poles and non-Pole,!, to publish hooks, including doctoral dis-

;ions on Polish subjects. 1\iore ceccntly, the kosciuszko Foundation inaugu-
,,H .);ograth tours to Poland for American-Polish students to give

T.beb v` opportunitv to study Polish culture, traditions and arts.
Aiso NC.,. t re the headquarters of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sci-

e;R:es publishes the Polish Review, a scholarly journal with high literary
devoted to Polish literature and Polish affairs. Polish-American Stud-

ies, a ;()!Irt:,1 devoted to Polisb instory in the United States, is published at St. Mary's

in c)rchard Fake, -Alichigan by the Polish-American Historical Associatiop,

t
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1mong the major ethnic groups in Amerie:i, only the dews have comparable liter-
,kry .old historical magaines. This is significant in view of the widespread view

o. *Iherican Poles live in the midst of a cultural desert.

The major responsibility for the Iluidling of domestic and foreign affairs of
Am:epic:in Poles is carried Hy the American Polish Congress, an umbrella organi-
:at i vi 0! over forty Polish fraternals, clubs uld associations. For many years,
.1!::erican Poles were disunited rind lacking a voice which Could speak for them to

.1h.erican government and to the American public. Now the American Polish
Lon4ress spea:s for most of them. The Congress was orgiunzed in May 1944 to
:elp ill ihe estaidishment Of a free and independent Poland at the corelus.

`,,:ir II 'Hie original charter of the Congress listed among its o
the iar effort by Polish-Aniericans and thus contribute to the

of Poland, to incre:.1..ze the welfare of PePsh-Americans and to a "united
Ar1.eri of Polish descent, v.ithin the lawful limits of their rights nnd

'loges in 1.H. ,:ountry, to assure the sovereignity of Poland, the land of our
,: hers, and UU integrity of its borders."

12].in.: ::ears after its establishment, the Ameriean Polish Cm. ress con-
ted iluSt exclusively on the Auestion of the restoraLion of an independent

P,,land and pressed le American Government to prevent the Soviets from iniposing
. :,-,,eriiment II Pol.uld. When this effort failed, the Congress demand-

ed :hill 71a.. Lnited titates press Russia to relax its grip on Poland. Yet, the Ameri-
-01 Polish i Ingress Las not achieved this objective, but there is evidence that its

nstatit protests and pressure lias at times lighened the burden imposed on the Po-
the Yommunist regime.

Liie Amer: in Polish Congress in relation to Poland have i;nder-
5 one dr.istic changes in recent ::ears. 'Pie Congress is still adamantly to

tue C niatitrst government of Poland which it considers unrepresentative and im-
:)ose,. ;,e Soviet I-nion, hut it now suppoi.ts some policies of the Polish govern-

it COtlSi(lCIS to be iii the ilerests of the people of Poland. Further-
orc. in ill mportant policy change, the Congress has decided in the early Pt:50's
de-;cite -I great deal its efforts to the strengthening of the political position :uld

ence n American Poles and to the defense of the image of Po Ionia.
The new policies of the American Polish Congress are summarized ill a mem-

92
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i,rindu::: submitted on Octoi)er 15, l.() by the I ongress to President Richard Nixon,
Con,1 ss '.-;tates Government to recogniy.e the Oder-Niesse line

1,S , A I bothlt.;'111,, i cc c St Germany and Pulatid. When some tithe later', the
..4overnment and c'hancellor lit'andt agreed on a treaty confirming the

he I ii'c ss Again ask.ed ltC United '.',tates to declare the boundary as ii-

tao incorporation into Poland of the sn-called \Vestern lands which
1:, c 1 ticoLl t(.) Germany.

.1.he .\. fur:her requested that tile A. expand cultural exchanges with
11 .ind I L2J'Arlt 'olhhd the favored nation category in trade in order to as-

SI :Cc from Poland. Thc memorandum stated that such imports
people. ii ]iil not mention that in the long run an h-hprcvcinent in

rr:nre :',Llance would strenathen :he Polish communist government as well.

.0 :humorandum demonstrates the dramatic shift from the total opposition and
e. the ::::posed Polish government to the present policy which still orposes

:1(1 vernmt2nt, hut \Ylitch supports some of its policies which, in the

lion lIes, ziel'Ve the interests of the Polish people. ln view of the bit-
ni' .ulti-cothmunish. of ;he leaders of Poloni1, this was not an eas Policy to adopt

stil: reqpires ii great deal (..if sophistication and flexibility in its application.
lhe de- tad for intensi:)en culturd exchanges with Poland reflects a conviction that

'isi: culture cannot flourish in the American Polish eommunity unless close cul-
:::ral ticO ire thaintained with the arts and literature in Poland. The new t.,f-licv

i,rins h staHent study tours to Poland inaugurated by Polish-American ednca-
tionai ins:t:utions. Dr. Richard Koln, uf the C:.tholic University America sum-
... tilis position ,.yhen Ire said, -No ethnic group can long maintain its cultural

tad creativity without some ties with the original source..?
in a arsoinil intorew with President Nixon the delegation from the P. A. C..

Ht2 (ler. . :`,1ay.ews , -a: is both the President of the National Polish Al-

:hid by Joseph Osaida, the President of the Polish Roman
lic l'hion and Frea. rer h the Congress, also demanded the ;:ippointment of

'oP2s to Pederal posts. They pointed out that such :1 request was not

H... divisiveness or parochialism. On this they said that they "would re-

, :I'd these :tobointrnents as the symbols of the full participation of the ten million

1n0ricans of Polish ori(Lin in the mainstreaan of American
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l'hts Polish American Congress is giving increasing support to Polish cultural.
i1)511 u11o1)5. Hut its mat r preoccupation is with the defense of the irmig.t.-2 of
can Poles in Aiberic.1 The image problem lies heavy On the hearts of the Polish

-hit: .,nd it );Ight to lie heavy on the conscience of the American people.
Atheric:. ts yet, to express its gratitude for the brawn and the labor of
h'Ullions 1 'oles y,ho 'tig the coal hi the mines of Pennsylvania, who sweated in
On IeNtile mills in .',.k.s:-;achuset'Ls and the steel mills of Indiana, and who \vorked

;hspen t!,! Illiji lbiittons iN the stockyards of Chicago. Hut to add insult
,I.,winant society has branded American Poles as ignorant, slow-witted

t:hd reactionary slobs. "Velevision comedy shows :aid night club comics continue to
: olish Hic hero' 4 w'hich is the -dumb Polack. iichi an image would
rd t ear for .iny tip, ut for American Poles, the descendants of a people
ustifiably brides itself on having been the defenders of Christianity in Europe.

the proud )eart...cs, V.estern \:ho Live produced 'writers and poets like
Slovacki, composers like Chopin and Paderew-

s,.:. I fiLL ,.imen is -U7; 53t

,:7; ut difficult Iniderstand the origins of the 'dunib Polack" image. The
iss Polish immigrantsthe illiterate peasantshad, as we have said, no skills.

the English language and Anglo-Sa_xon mores. For these lahorers,
ist .:,een nigh impossible to follow the instruction of the foremen and the

bosses. ( onsuquently they were thount to be unintelligent and even slow-Ixitted.
:,roblen )f the image is complicated by the fact that the lack of respect, the

,ierf.sion and the Insults direct(2d at the Poles hy tpe dominant society have resulted
corpplex '.vbic has afflicted not only the generation of the inlmi-

Us', their sons and even .Yrandsons, who were ashamed to he identified
.1 s,;c1-. a deprecated minority group.

In spite 1 he complexity of the problem, American Poles seem to be deter-
;:chic...:1 long overdue counter-offensive. -0,1r Post urgent task, N1 azew-

iii :1 -pe HiTO National C,)nvention o: the Polish Amer-
In_:ess, ...is the presentation 0: Polonia's image in historically and socio-

;:al:v app. Used fralbe of reference. It is not an easy task," he continued.
are deep1.7 rooted IN dle past neglect and ignorance of our own w(.-

ainstream fuf Ai:.erican life.- American Poles are now fighting P,ick agaiwza

9 4
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r detractors :mil defamers. Polish orgarlizations .ire dem;inding from the
IlIc.111011 the elimination of "Polish Jokes" ;Ind the prest_ntation of a true

image of the .\ i' iM 1 l'oli;;11 community. 'Hwy fiat e embarked, in the words of

of the Advisory (ouncil on Ldueation ind Cultural
m's f the Congrcs,;, -upon a planned, struetured, well-organized program of

i)ositive image-building the Polish-American, as well as of the country of our
f I aers its thousand-year history, Poland."

stron, reaction of the long-suffering Poles against defamation is showing
!s. Television networks are more careful in allowing comedians to get laughs

cx:ensc he l'oles and newspaper editors have begun to realize that publi-
defamatory m.iterial brings ;1 hostile reaction from Polish groups. And

-L.:Alt: k,t io:.es still persists. Recently, on the show "All in the

Le father ,.alled his son-in-law "a dumb Polack." The son-in-Inv.., who

irJme in the show, answered, "I want you to know that I am

nv P,disil heritage.- The father-in-law's punchline was: "What hurl-
mc fr(Qh long line of bowling teams." Laughter. Yet as we said,

sop posihive result.s hace been attained. In November, 1I)70, the Detroit Free
a story . typical Polish wedding" which was allegedly a long bout. of

1lllUlO .ind bra's,. ling. Detroit les deluged the newspaper with protests and on
l)c.cP r 5th, lUichigan branch of the Polish American Congress organized a

demonstration which was addressed by Nlazewski, who stated that he came

: beekuse the iletroit incident was not an isolated one and that stories
e(k.iings jokes" are cruel and in had taste and defame

..-ht ire 1",,:ish c,)m.htiMi.v. The editors of the Detroit Cree Press printed a full
:is Pol:s:. readers Ind proinised to rectify the iristaRe.

Polish-Americans in Congress

in Congress irclude one tienator and ten Congressmen.
Jrid Lye Are peplblicans. Ci(.nerally si:Paking, the Democrits

lii e om domestic issues, while the two Republicans, O'Konski of'

onsin acd I 1erwinski of Illinois, are conservatives. On the issue of Vietnam,

hs, Congressuiell tue generally heen wks :.ind supported President Johnson's

bf)]icies .tmd ;tpproved Nixon's invasions ol Larnhodia and Laos. The exception

-12-
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is t'on::ressh...in lftmry llyltoski of Jct. who kill d011it'Stic

c,l1.-;ISICI',1 0.1 VItH.11,lill .111(E fmc oNcessive military spending. The

cou.iittinitv .ihrupt replacement (,f (ongressman l)an
Chaii ....in of tile 1)emocralic (..'()nrerence, who was thought to he in

tiw 11011::, by Congressman Olin Teague o'**Vexas. Sorne
ni...sb.tpth.s in this tiwy,,, ,t sinister plot hatched hy the liberals who ;Wan-

: ,ho,i :he '.-4outherners who were assiduously cultivated hy the Po-

Fq...,;,cbl. much simpler. Rostenkowski. an ahle
bad to neglect his duties as chairman of HR. Democratic caucus

!tI-).-. m CHic;Ig,, di.Schal.';4(2 his responsibiliticL!. xs \Vard Corn-

Nlayor 1)alev would not consider relieving
to 1..eep !.ote in lhe area in line for the Democratic

`line. En .tddition. liberals ,xere miffed hy Rostenkowski's hawkish
flirtaThon with the :-outherners. Si)utherners sinlply pre-

"1 in an itih)ortant -Oion in the House hierarch,,..

Dile, on ,he Democratic Congressmen from
onshler.h)le. Dan a the Spring of was becoming
..nhtppy over :etn;im \1:t. makc lot of speeches at high

(.listri.:t,* the sandy-haired, tall .,ind Hhiasome Congressman said in
! hicago, and the kids damn penetrating questions about what use-

bhiposo serving in Vieznain. As this thing has gone on I've had n:ore and
them: Hostenko,-ski's shift to a dove position was helped

sboyt.:h H. :\.layor Daley in April, 1117 1 asking for an end to the Vietnam t.yar in

rrainey saved on :be .2.ar to help the cities. Rostenkowski and Ho-
:: 0:,:nort bi read !he mood of Voters in this district. became

ot.her (: IgI.Oss;;;un (20-sponsors tt resolution calling for an
:or a t'rom

1.,ii..;_-,02::,; 1r, bright future |o :he cards ror the ,..er:! able and articulate
Pucins,h, I.:inking menlher on the ',louse Committee on

Wulf:u'e, is !iopular speaker at meetings of Poles :tnd
"Ho: thhniy gro....s. lie is ver...- popular the Jews in Chicago because he is

St.rul(M, friend of The well-iiked Congressman has an excellent
for ...1:.br. ing popular causes and he is not averse to changing his views when

9 6
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